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OF THE THIRD PETITION IN THE LORD'S
PRA.YER.

Matth. Vi. 10. Thy Will he done in Earth, as it is in Heom
veri.

We come next to the third petition, ' Thy will be done

in earth as it is ia heaven.' This petition confills of two
parts.

I. The matter, *' Doing of God's will."

II. 'i'he manner, " As it is in heaven."
I. The matter of this petition is, *' The doing of God's will."

'* Thy will be done."

Qu. 1 . What is meant by the will of God?
Anf. There is a twofold will. (I.) Voluntas decreti, God's

fecret will, or the will of his decree; we pray not that God's
fecret will may be done by us. This fecret will cannot be

known, it is locked up in God's own breail, and neither man
nor angel hath key to open it. (9.) Voluntas revelata, God's
revealed will. This revealed will is written in the book of

fcripture, thefcripture is a declaration of God's will, it difcovers

what he would have us do in order to our falvation.

Qii. 2. What do we pray for in thej'e words, ' Thy will be

done .?'

Anf. We pray for two things; 1. For a6live obedience ; that

we may do God's will a6\^ively in what he commands. 2. For
paffive; that we may fubmit to God's will patiently in what
he inflids. We pray, that we may do God's wilt actively, Itib-

fcribe to all his commands, believe in Jel'iis, the cardinal grace,

lead holy lives. So Aiiftin upon the petition, Nobis a Deo
precainvr obedientiam ; we pray that we may actively obey God's
xvill. This is the I'um of all religion, the two tables epitomized,

the doing of God's will :
' Thy will be done.* We muft know

God's will before we can doit: knowledge is the eye which
muft dire6t the foot of obedience. At Athens there was an

altar fet up, * To the unknown God,' Acts xvii, £3. It is as

bad to offer the blind to God as the dead. Knowledge is the

pillar of (ire to give light to practice; but tho' knowledge is re-

quihte, yet the knowledge of God's will is not enough without

doing his will :
* Thy will be done.' If one had a fyftcra of

divinity in his head ; if he had all knowledge, I Cor. xiii. 2.

yet, if obedience were wanting, his knowledge were lame, and
would not carry him to heaven. Kuownig God's will may
wake a man admired, but it is doing God's will makes hinm
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blefTed : knwving God's will without doing it, will not crown
us with happinefs.

1. The bare knowledge of God's will is inefficacious, it doth
not better the heart. Knowledge alone is like a winter-fun,

which hath no heat or influence ; it doth not warm the affec-

tions, or purify the confcience. Judas was a great luminary,
he knew God's will, but he was a traitor.

2. Knowing without doing God's will, will make one's cafe

worfe ; it will heat hell the hotter, Luke xii. 47- ' The fervant
which knew his Lord's will, and did not according to his will,

fhall be beaten with many flripes.* Many a man's knowledge
is a torch to light him to hell. Thou who haft knowledge of
God's will, but dofl not do it, wherein dofl thou excel an hypo-
crite ? nay, wherein dofl thou excel the devil, ' who transforms
himfelf into an angel of light?' It is improper to call fuch Chrif-
tians, who are knowers of God's will, but not doers of it. It

is improper to call him a tradefman who never wrought in his

trade; fo to. call him a Chridian, who never wrought in the
trade of religion. Let us not reft in the knowing of God's
will. Let it not be laid of us, as Plutarch fpeaks of the Gre-
cians, * They knew what was juft, but did it not.* Let us
fet upon this, the doing of God's will, * Thy will be done.'

Qu. 3. Why is the doing of God's willfo requifite?

Anf. 1. Out of equity. God mayjuftly claim a right to our
obedience; he is our founder, and we have our being from
him ; and it is but equal that we fhould do his will, at whofe
word we were created. God is our benefactor; it is butjufl,

that, if God give us our allowance, we fhould give him our
allegiance.

2. The great defign of God in the word is, to make us doers
of his will. \Ji, All God's royal edicts and precepts are to

bring us to this, to be doers of his will ; what needed God been
at the pains to give us the copy of hi? law, and write it out with
his own finger elfe? The word of God is not only a rule of

knowledge, but of duty, Deut. xiii. 4. and xxvi. 16. * This
day the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do thefe

ftatutes ; thou fhalt therefore keep and do them.' If you tell

your children what is your mind, it is not only that they may
know your will, but do it. God gives us his word, as a niafter

gives his fcholar a copy, to write after it; he gives it as his will

and teftament, that we fliould be the executors to fee it per-

formed. 9dlyy This is the end of all God's promifes, to draw
ris to God's will; the promifes are loadftones to obedience,

Deut. xi. 27. * A blefiing if ye obey ;' as a father gives his

fon money to bribe him toobedience, Deut. xxviii. I. * If thou

/halt hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and do all his

commaudments, the Lord thy God will let thee on high above
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all the nations of the earth ; bleffed iTialt thou be in the city and

in the field.* The promifes are a royal charter fettled upoa
obedience. 3G?/y, The minatory part of the word, thethreaten-

ings of God, Ihiud as the angel with a flaming fword to deter us

from fin, and make us doers of God's will, Deut. xi. 23. * A.

curfe if ye will not obey.' Pfal. Ixviii. 2l. * God (hall wound
the hairy fcalp of erery one that goes on ftill in his trefpaife?.*

Theie threa(enings do often take hold of men in this life : they

are made examples, and hung up in chains to fcare others from

difuhedience, ithlj/. All God's providences are to make us doers

of his will. As God makes ufe of all the feafons of the year

for harveft, fo all his various providences are to bring on the

harvefl of obedience.

1. Aftli6tions are to make us do God's will, 2 Chron, xxxiii.

1-^. • When Manaffeh was in affliction, he befought the Lord,
and humbled himfelf greatly.* The rod hath this voice, * be

doers of God's will.' Afflidion is called a furnace, Ifa. xxxvii.

19. * The furnace melts the metal, and then it is caft into a
new mould.' God's furnace is to melt us and mould us into

obedience.

2. God's mercies are to make us do his will, Rom. xii. 1<

* I beleech you by the mercies of God, that ye prefent your
bodies a living facrifice.' Body is by Synecdoche put for the

whole man ; if the foul fhould not be prefented to God as well

as the body, it could not be reafonable fervice ; now, faith the

apollle, * I befeech you by the mercies of God, prefent your-

felves a living facrifice.' Mercies are the ftrongeil obligations

to duty, Hof. xi. 4. ' I drew them with the cords of a man ;*

that is, with golden cords of my mercy. In a word, all that

is written in the law or gofpel tends to this, that we (hall be
doers of God's will, * Thy will be done.*

3. By doing the will of God, we evidence fincerity. As
Chrift faid in another fenfe, John x. 25, * The works which I

do, bear witnefs of me :* So, it is not at all our golden words,
if we could fpeak like angels, but our works, our doing of God's
will, which bears witnefs of our fincerity. We judge not of

the health of a man's body by his high colour, but by the pulfe

of the arm, where the blood chiefly itirs ; fo a Chriftian's found-

nefs is not to be judged by his profefiion ; what is this high
colour? but the eftimate of a Chrift.ian is to be taken by his

obediential a6ling, his doing the will of God ; this is the belt

certificate, and letters tellimonial to fhew for heaven.

4. Doing God's will much propagates the gofpel ; this is tha

diamond that I'parkles in religion. Others cannot fee what
idith is in the heart; but when they i'ce we do God's will oa
earth, this makes them have a venerable opinion of religion,

and become profelytes to it. Juhan, in one of his epillles.
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writing to Arfatius, faith, •* that the Chrifiian religion did

much flourini, by the ianctity and obedience of them that pro-

felfed it."

5. By doing God's will, we fliew our love to Chrift, John
xiv. 21. ' He that hath my commandments, and keepetli

them, he it is that loveth me.' What greater love to Chrift,

than to do his will, though it crofs our own ? Every one would
be thought to love Cbrilt ; but, how (hall that be known but

by this ; Do you do his will on earth ? Neque principem vene-

ramm\Ji odio ejus leges habemus, Ifide. It is a vain thing for

a man to fay he loves Chrift's perfon, when he flights his com-
mands. Not to do God's will on earth, is a great evil. It is

(I.) Sinful. (2.) Foolifli. (3.) Dangerous.

(I.) It is finful. (1.) We go againllour prayers ; we pray,

fat voluntas tua, thy will be done, and yet we do not obey his

will; we confute our own prayer. {^2.) We go againlt our

vow in baplifm ; we have vowed to fight under the Lord's ban-^

ner, to obey his fceptre, and this vow we have often renewed

in the Lord's ftipper : if we do not God's will on earth, we are

forfworn, and God will indi6l us of perjury.

(2.) Not to do God's will on earth, is fooliPn ; (l.) Becaufe

there is no (landing itoutagainft God. If we do not obey him,

we cannot refift him, 1 Cor. x. 22. * Are weftronger than he?

Job xl. J).
' Haft thou an arm like God?* Canft tiiou meafure

arms with him ? To oppofe God, is, as if a child fhould fight

with an archangel ; as if a heap of briars (hould put themfelves

into a battalia againft the tlame. (2.) Not to do God's will is

foolilh, becaule, if we do not God's will, we do the devil's will.

Is it not folly to gratify an enemy ? To do his will that feeks

our ruin ?

Qu. But are any fo ivicked as to do the deivPs icill?

Anf. Yes : John viii. 44. * Ye are of your father the devil,

and the lull of your father you will do.' When a man tells a

lie doth he not do the devil's will ? A6ls v, 3. * Ananias, why
hath Satan filled thy heart to lie unto the Holy Ghoft?'

(3.) Not to flo God's will is dangerous ; it brings a fpiritual

premunire. If God's will be not done by us ; he will have his will

upon us ; if we obey not.God's will in commanding, we fhall

obey his will in puuifhing, 2 ThelT. i. 7. * The Lord Jefus

(hall be revealed with his nughty angel> in flames of fire, taking

vengeance on them that obey not his golpel.* Either we mud
do God's will, or fulfer it.

6'. Whatever God wills us to do, is for our benefit : behold

here fcif intercft. As if a king commands his fubjeCl to dig in

a mine of gold, and then gives him all the gold he had digged :

God bids us do his will, and this is for our good, Deut. x. 13.
* And now, O Ifraei, what doth the Lord thy God require of



IN THE lord's prayer. 1()5

thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, and keep the command-
ments of the Lord, which 1 command thee this day for thy
good ?' It is God's will that we fhould repent, and this is for
our good, repentance ufliersin remiffion, Acts iii. 9. ' Repent
that your fins may be blotted out.' It is God's will that we
fliould believe

; and why is it, but that we fliould be crowned
with falvation ? Mark xvi. 16. ' He that believes (hall be lav-
ed. \Vhat God wills is not lb much our duty, as our privi-
Jege

; he bids us obey his voice, and it is greatly for our good
Jer. VII. 23. ' Obey my voice and I will be your God.' I will
not only give you my angels to be your guard, but myfelf to be
your portion

; my Spirit Oiall be yours to fanaifyyou, my love
ihall be yours to comfort you, my mercy fliall be Vours to ikve
you,

;
I will be your God.'

7. To do God's will, is our honour. A perfon thinks it an
honour to have a king fpeak to him to do luch a thing : the an-
gels count It their highell honour in heaven to do God's will •

Jervire Deo regiiare eji, to ferve God, is to reign. Non unera7U
nosjed ornant, Salvian. How cheerfully did the rowers row
the barge that carried Caefar : ^o be employed iij his baro-e was
an honour: to be employed in d(\ing God's ^xWWs mfv^nehoiioris,
the Inghefl enfign of honour that a mortal creature is capable
ot. Chrilt s precepts do not burtt^n us, but adorn u.s.

^/^.'^'l^^
^*^^'^ ^'" °" ^^"'^' '"^^^s "3 'i'^e Chrill, and akin

to Chrill. (1.) It makes us like Chria: is it not our prayer
that we may be like Chrift ? Jefus Chrilt did his Father's will.
John VI. 38. * I came down from heaven, not to do my own
will but the will of him that fent me.' God the Father and
thrill, as they have but one efTence, fo but one will ; Chrill's
vvillv<^as melted into his Father's, John iv. 34. « My meat is to
do the will of him that lent me.' By our doing God's will on
earth, we refemble Chrilt, nay, we are akin to Chrill, and are
ot the blood-royal of heaven. Alexander called himfelf coufin
to the gods

; what honour is it to be akin to Chrilt ' Mat xii
50. * Whofoever Oiall do the will of my Father which is in
heaven the fame is my brother, and fifter, and n)other.' Did
king bolomoii arife off his throne to meet his mother and fet her
on a throne by him ? 1 Kings iii. |(). Such honour will Chrill
bellow on fuch as are doers of God', will, he will Iklute then) as
his kindred, and let them on a glorious throne in the amphi-
theatre of heaven. '

/. ^: i^?-r
^'

S'^^''^^
'^^''^ °" ^'^""^'^ '^''•""s peace in life and death.

(I.) Inlile Pf. xix. n. • In keeping thy precepts (here is
great reward, not only after keeping them, but in keeping them •

when we walk clofely with God in obedience, there \A lecre't
joy let into the foul, and how Iwifily and cheerful ly do the
vviieels of the foal move when they are oiled with the oil of

Bb^J
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gladnef? ? (2.) Peace in death. When Hezekiah thought he
was about to die, what gave him comfort ? This, that he had
done the will of God, Ifa. xxxviii, 3. * Remember, O Lord, I

befeech thee, how 1 have walked before thee in truth, and have
done that which is good in thy fight.* It was Auguftus' wifh,

that he might have an eafy death, without much pain. If any
thing make our pillow ealy at death, it will be this, * we have

endeavoured to do God's will on earth.' Did you ever hear

any cry out on their death-bed, that they have done God's will

too much ? No, hath it not been that they have done his will

no more, that they come fo fhort in their obedience ? Doing
God's will, will be both your comfort and your crown.

10. If we are not doers of God's will, we (hall be looked upon
as contemners of God's will : let God fay what he will, yet

inen will go on in fin ; this is to contemn God, Pf. x. 13.

* Wherefore do the wicked contemn God ?' To contemn God
is worfe than to rebel. The tribes of Ifrael rebelled againft

Rehoboam, becaufe he made their yoke heavier, 1 Kings xii.

16. But to contemn God is worfe, it is to flight him : to con-

temn God is to put a (corn upon him, and atfront him to his

face ; and an affront will make God draw his fword. Thus I

have anfvvered that queftion,"why doing God's will on earth is

fo requifite ? It is as neceffary as falvatioo.

4. Qu. In what manner are ice to do God's willy that we may
Jlnd acceptance 9

Anf. The manner of doing God's will is the chief thing. The
fchoolmen fay well. Modus rei caditfub precepto ,

*' The man-
ner of a thing is as well required as the thing itfelf :" Ifa man
build an houfe, if he doth it not according to the mind of the

owner, he likes it not, but thinks all his charges loft ? ib»if we
do not God's will in the right manner, it is not accepted ; we
muft not only do what God appoints, but as God appoints :

here lies the very life-blood of religion. Sol come to anfwer

this great queftion, " In what manner are we to do God's will,

that we may find acceptance ?''

Anf, We do God's will acceptably, when we do duties fpiri-

tually, Phil. iii. 3. ' We worflhip God in the fpirit-* To I'erve

God fpiritually, is to do duties ab interno principio, from an in-

ward principle ; The pharifees were very exa6t about the ex-

ternal part of God's worfiiip ; how zealous were they in the

outward obfervaMon of the fabbath, charging Chrill with the

breach of it? But all this was but outward obedience, there

was nothing of fpiritualily in it : then we do God's will accept-

ably, when we ferve him from a renewed principle of grace.

A crab-tree may bear as well as a pearmain, but it is not fo good

fruit as the other, becaufe it doth not come from fb fweet a

rpQt : an unregenerate perfon may do as much external obedi-
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«nce as a child of God, he may pray as much, hear as much,
but his obedience is harOi and lour, becaufe it doth not come
from the i'weet and pleafant root of grace ; the inward princi-

ple of obedience is faith, therefore it is called * the ol)edience

of faith,' Ron), xvi. "^o". But why mull this (ilver thread of faith

run through the whole work of obedience?

AnJ\ Becaufe faith looks at Chrill in every duty, it toucheth

the hem of his garment ; and through Chrill, both the perfon

and the otfering are accepted, Eph. i. 6.

2. We.do God's will acceptably, when we prefer his will be-

fore all other ; if God wills one thing, and man wills the con-

trary, we do not obey man's will, but rather God's Acts iv. 19.
* VV'hether it be right to hearken unto you more than unto God,
judge ye.* God i'aith, ' Thou (halt not make a graven image,*

king Nebuchadnezzar fet up a golden image to be wor(hipped ;

but the three children, or rather champions, refolve God's will

Ihall take place, and they would obey him, though with the

lofs of their lives, Dan. iii. 19. * Be it known unto thee, O
king, that we will not ferve thy go<ls, nor worfhip the golden
image which thou haft fet up?'

3. We do God's will acceptably, when we do God's v/ill as

it is done in heaven, that is, as the angels do it : to do God's
will as the 'angelsJi'militudine)n nolat, non aeqiialitatem^ Brugen-
fis : denotes this much, that we are to referable them, and
make them our pattern. Though we cannot equal the angels

it) doing God's will, yet we mull imitate them ; a child can-

not write fo well as the I'crivener, yet he imitates the copy. In
particular.

1. We do God's will as the angels do it in heaven, when we
do God's will regularly ,y/-'!e dejiexu, we do according to the

divine inllitutions, not decrees of councils, or traditions : this

is to do God's will as the angels ; they do it regularly, they do
nothing but what fs commanded ; angels are not for cere-

monies ; as there are ftatiitt-lavvs in the land which bind, lb

the fcripture is God's Ibitute-law, which we muil exa6lly ob-
ferve. The watch is fet by the dial ; then our obedience is

right, when it goes by the lun-dial of the word. If obedience
halh not the word for its rule, it is not doing God's will, but
our own : it is will-worlhip, Deut. xii. 32. The Lord would
have Moles make the tabernacle according to the pattern, E.xod,

XXV. 40. If Moles had left out any thing in the pattern, or

added any thing to it, it would have been very provoking ; .to

mix any thing of our own devifing in God's worihip, is to go
belide, yea, contrary to the pattern ; God's worfhip is the apple
of his eye, that which he is moll tender of; and there i.s no-
thing he hath more fliewed his difpleafure againft, than the

corrupting his worihip. How feverely did God punifli Nadab



198 OF THE THIRD PETITION

and Abihu for offering up ftrange fire ? Lev. x. 2. that is,

fuch fire as God had not fan6lif]ed on the altar : whatever is

not divinely appointed, is ofTering up flrange fire. There is in

many, a tlrange itch after fuperftition ; they love a gaudy re-

ligion, and are more for the pomp of worfhip than the purity ;

this cannot be pleafing to God ; for, as if God were not wife

enough to appoint the manner how he will be ferved, man will be
lb bold as to prefcribe for him. To thrull human inventions into

lacred things, is a doing our own will, not God's ; and he will

fay, guis quae fivit hoc ? Who hath required this at your hand ?

Ifa. i. 19. Then we do God's will as it is done in heaven,
when we do it regularly, we reverence God's inflitutions, and
the mode of worlhip, which hath the ftamp of divine authority

upon it.

2. We do God's will as it is done by the angels in heaven,
when we do it entirely, y??ie mutilatione, we do all God's will.

The angels in heaven do all that God commands, they leave no-

thing of his will undone, Pf. cxxx. 20. * Ye his angels that

do his commandments.' If God fent an angel to the virgin

Mary, he goes on God's errand ; if he gives his angels a charge

to miniller for the faints, they obey, Heb. i. 14. It cannot

Hand with angelical obedience, to leave the leafl iota of God's
will unfulfilled : this is to do God's will as the angels, when
we do all his will, qukquid proptor Deumft aeqiialiter jit"

This was God's charge to Ifrael, Numb. xv. 40. ' Remem-
ber to do all my commandments.' And it was fpoken of Da-
vid, A6ls xiii. 22. * Thave found David, a man after mine
own heart, who will perform all my will,' Gr. all my wills.

Every command hath the fame authority ; and if we do God's
will uprightly, we do it uniformly, we obey every part and
branch of his will, we join firfl and fecond table. Surely we
owe that to God our Father, which, the papifls fay, we owe to

our mother the church, unlimited obedience ; we mull incline

to every command, as the needle moves that way which the

loadftone draws.

(2.) This difcovers the unfoundnefs of many, who do God's
will by halves, they pick and chufe in religion, Ihey in fome
things comply with God's will, but not in others ; like a

foundered horfe, who fets but fome of his feet on the ground,

he favours one foot. He who is to play upon a lute, mult
llrike upon every firing, or he fpoils all the mufic. God's
commandments may be compared to a ten-ftringed lute, we
mufl obey God's will in every command, Itrike upon every

ftring, or we can make no good Ynelody in religion, 'i'he bad-

ger hath one foot fliorter than the other ; hypocrites are fliorter

in fome duties than others ; ibme wiU pray, not give alms ;

hear the word, not forgive their enemies ; receive the facra-
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ment, not make reftitution : how can they be holy, who are
notjull ? Hypocrites profefs fair, but when it comes to lacri-
ficing thellaac, crucifing the beloved fin, or parting with fome
of their eftate for Chrift, here they (lick, and fay as Naaman,
2 Kings V. 18. ' In this thing, the Lord pardon thy fervant.'
This is tar from doing God's will as the angel do ; God likes
not fuch as do his will by halves if your fervant fhould do fome
of your work, which you iet him about, but not all; how-
won Id you like that ?

Obj. But who is able to do all God's will ?
AiiJ\ Though we cannot do all God's will legally, yet we

may evangelically : which is,

(1.) When we mourn that we can do God's will no better :

when we fail, we weep, Rom. vii. 24.

(2.) When it is the defir^ of our foul to do God's whole will,
Pf. cxix. 5. ' O that my ways were direded to keep thy pre-
cepts.' What a child of God wants in llrength, he makes up
in defire, in magnis voluijfefat eft.

(3.) When we endeavour quod conatum to do the whole will
of God. A father bids his child lift fuch a burden, the child is

not able to lift it, but he tries and does his endeavour to lift it

;

the father accepts of it, as if he had done it : this is to do God's
will evangelically, and God is pleafed to take it in good part;
though it be not to fatisfa6tion, yet it is to acceptation.

3. We do God's will as it is done in heaven by the angels,
vyhen we doit fincerely, /ne/wco. To do Go<;J's will fincerely,
lies in two things

;

1. To do it out of a pure refpe6lto God's command.
2. With a pure eye to God's glory.
I. To do God's will out of a pure refpe6lto God's command.

Abraham's facrificing Ifaac was contrary to flelh and blood :

to aicrifice the fon of his love, the fon of the promife, and that
nu other hand but the father's own fhould do this, here was
hard fervice : but, becaufe God commanded it, out of pure
relped to the command, Abraham obeyed : this is to do God's
will aright, when though we feel no prefent joy or comfort in
duty, yet, becaufe God commands, we obey ; not comfort, but
the command is the ground of duty : thus the angels do God's
will m heaven

; God's command is the weight fets the wheels
of their obedience a-goi no-.

2. To do God's will fincerely, is to do it with a pure eye to
God's glory. The Pharifees did the will of God in givin^
alms

; but that which was a dead fly in the ointment, was^
that they did not aim at God's glory, but vain glory ; they
blew a trumpet. Jehu did the will of God in dellroying the
Baal-worfhippers, and God commended him for doing it ; but
becaufe he aimed more at fettling himlelf in the kingdom, than
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at the glory of God, therefore God looked upon it no better

than n)urder, and faid he would avenge the blood of Jezreei

upon the houfe of Jehu, Hof. ii. 4. Let us look to our ends

in obedience : though we fhoot fhort let us toke a right aim ;

one may do God's will, yet not with a perfect heart, 2 Chron.

XXV. 2. * Amaziah did that which was right in the (iglit of the

i.ord, hut not with a perfe6l heart.' The action was right for

the matter, but his aim was not right ; that action which wants

a good aim, vi'ants a good ilfue ; he doth God's will rightly,

that doth it uprightly, his end is to honour God, and lift up
his name in the world. A gracious foul makes God his centre.

As Joab, when he had taken Rabbah, fent for king David, that

he might carry away the glory of the vi6lory, 2 Sam. xii. 27.

lb when a gracious foul hath done any duty, he defires that the

glory of all may be given to God, l^Pet. iv. H. * That in all

things God may be glorified.' This is to do God's will as the

angels, when we not only advance God's glory, but defign his

glory ; the angels are laid to call their crowns before the throne.

Rev. iv. 10. Crowns are figns of greatelt honour, but thefe

crowns the angels lay at the Lord's feet, to fhew they alciibe the

glory of all they do to him.

3. We do God's will as it is done in heaven by the angels,

when we do it willingly ,^?2e mnrmuratione . The angels love

to be employed in God's ler.vice ; it is the angels' heaven to

ferve God : they willingly defcend from heaven to earth, when
they bring meffages from God, and glad tidings to the church ;

now, heaven being a place of fuch joy, the angels would not

leave it a minute of an hour, only that they take fuch infinite

delight in doing God's will. We do refemble the angels, when
we do God's will willingly, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. * And thou Solo-

mon, my fon, ferve the Lord with a willing mind.' God's people

are called a willing people, Pf. ex. 3. Heb. a people of willing-

nefi'es ; they give God a free-will offering ; though they cannot

ferve him perl'eftly, they ferve him willingly : a hypocrite,

though he do\\\facere honnm, yet not velle, he hath no delight

in duty ; he doth it rather out of fear of hell, than love to God ;

when he doth God's will, yet it is againft his will, virtus nolen-

tium nulla eft. Cain brought his facrifice, but grudgingly ; his

worship was rather a taflc than an ofi'ering, rather penance than

a facrifice ; he did God's will, but againll his will ; we muft be

carried upon the wings of delight in every duty, Ifrael were

to blow the trumpets when they offered burnt-offerings. Num.
X. 10. Blowing the trumpets was to fhew their joy and cheer-

fulnefs in ferving God ; we mufl read and hear the word with

delight, Jer. xv. 15. ' Thy word was found, and I did eat it,

and it was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.' A
pious foul goes to the word as to a feall, or as one would go
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with delight to hear muCic. Sleidan reports, that the Protef-

tants iu France had a church they called Paradife, becaufe,

when they were in the houfe of God, they thought thenrifelves

in paradiCe : the lUints flock as doves to the windows of God's
houfe, nil. Ix. 8. VVho are thefe that flock as doves to the

wjudowe? Not that a truly regenerate perfon is always in the

lame cheerful temper of obedience ; he may fomelimes find aa

indilpofilion and wearinefs of foul, but his wearinefs is his bur-

den, he is weary of his wearinefs, he prays, weeps, iffeth all

means to regain that alacrity and freedom in God's fervice,

that he was woiit to have : this is to do God's will acceptably,

when we do it willingly ; it is this crowns all ourfervices ; de-

light in duty is better than duty. The nnufician is not com-
n)ended for playing long, but well ; it is not how much we do,

but how much we love, P#cxix. 97- * O how love I thy law '/

Love is as mulk among linen, that perfumes it ; love perfumes
obedience, and makes it go up to heaven as incenfe. This is do-

ing God's will as the angels in heaven do it ; they are ravilhed

with delight while they are praifing God, therefoi'fe the angels

are faid to have harps in their hands, Rev. xv. 2. as a fign of

their cheerfulnels in God's fervice.

4. We do God's will as the angels in heaven, when we do
God's will i'ervently, //ne reniijjione, Rom. xii. II. * Fervent
in rj)irit, fervingGod ;' a metaphor from water when it feethes

and boils over ; lb our affeftions fhould boil over in zeal and
fervency : the angels lerve God with fervour and intenfenefs

;

the angels are called leraphims, from an Hebrew word which
fignifies to burn, to fhew how the angels are all on fire, Pfalni

civ. 4. they burn in love and zeal in doing God's will ; grace
turns a faint into a feraphim ; Aaron muft put burning coals to

the incenfe, Exod. xvi. 12. Incenfe was a type of prayer,

burning coals of zeal, to fhew that the fire of zeal muft; be put
to the incenfe of prayer. Formality ftaryes duty ; when we
i'f.rve God dully and coldly, is this like the angels? Duty with-
out fervency is as a facrifice without fire ; we Ihould afcend to

heaven in a fiery charrot of devotion.

o. We do God's will as the angels in heaven, when we give

God the beil in every fervice, Numb, xviii. 29. ' Out of all

your gifts, ye (hall otfer of all the beiVlhercof,' Num. xxviii. 7.
* In the holy place Oialt thou caufe the (trong wine tobe poured
itnto the Lord for a drink-otfering.' The Jews might not offer

to the Lord wine that was fmall or mixed, but the llrong wine,
to imply, that we muft offer to God the bed, the llrongefl of

our affedlions : if the fpoufe had a cup more juicy and fpiced,

Chrid (hould drink of that, Cant. viii. 2. * 1 would caufe thee
to drink of fpiced wine, of the juice of my pomegranate.' Thus
the angels in heaven do God's will ; they ferve him in the bert

Vol. 11. No. 10". C c
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manner ; they give hirn their feraphlc high-ftvinged praifes : h*
who loves God, gives him the cream of his obedience. God
challenged the fat of all the facrifice as his due, Levit. iii. 16.

Hypocrites care not what fervices they bring to God, they think

to put him otfwith any thing, they put no coft in their duties.

Gen. iv. 3. * Cain brought of the fruit of the ground.' The
Holy Ghoft took notice of Abel's offering, that it was collly.

* He brought of the firftlingsof his flock, and of the fat thereof,*

Gen. iv. 4. But when he fpeaks of Cain's offering-, he only

faith, * He brought of the fruit of the ground.' Then we do

God's will aright, when we do otYerpi)iguia, we dedicate to him
the beft. Domitian would not have his image carved in wood
or iron, but in gold. God will have the beil we have, golden

fervices.

(5. We do God's will as the angeii in heaven, when we do it

readily and fwiftly : the angels do not diipute or reafon the cafe,

but as foon as they have their charge and coinrniffion from God ;

they immediately obey : and, to Ihew how ready they are to

execute God's will, the cherubims reprelenting the angels, are

defcribed with wings, to fhew how fvvift and forward they are

in their obedience, it is as if they had wings, Dan. ix. 21.
• The man Gabriel (that was an angel) being caufed to fly fwift-

ly.' Thus fliould we do God's will as the angels ; as foon as

ever God fpeaks the word, we fliould be ambitious to obey :

alas ! how long is it fometimes ere we can get leave ofour hearts

to s;o to a duty ? Chrift went more readily ad crucem, than we
to the throne of grace ; how many difputes and excufes have

we ? is this to do God's will as the angels in heaven do it ? O
let us fliake off this backward nefs to duty, as Paul fliook of the

viper, Nefcit tarda moUimina J'piritusfancii gratia ; Zech. v. 9.

* I law two women, and the wind was in iheir wings.' Wings
are fwift, but wind in the wings is great fsviftnefs ; fuch readi-

iiefs (hould be in our obedience. As Peter, as foon aseverChrifi:

commanded him to let down his net, at Chrift's word he pre-

fently let down the net, and you know what fuccel's he had,

Luke v. 4. It was prophefied of fuch as were brought home
to Chrift, Pf. xviii. 44. * As foon as they hear of me, they

ftiall obey me.'

7. We do God's will as the angels in heaven, when we do it

conftantly ; the angels are never weary of doing God's will, they

ferve God day and night, Rev. vii. 17. thus muft we imitate

the angels, Pf. cvi. 3. * Bleffed is he that doth righteoulhefs

at all times.' Conftancy crowns obedience. Non cepfJJ'c , fed

perferriffe, virtuiis cjt, Cypr. Our obedience mull be like the

fire of the altar, which was continually kept burning, Lev. vi.

13. Hypocrites foon give over doing God's will; like the

Chryfolitc which is of a golden colour, in the morning it is very
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bright to look dn, but towards evening it grows dull ; and hath
loll its fplendor. We (hould continue in doing God's will, be-

caufe of that great lofs tliat will bet'al us it' we give over doing

God's will.

(1. ) A lofs of honour, Rev. iii. 11. * That no man take thy

crown ;' implying, if the church of Philadelphia left otfher obe-

dience, (he would lofe her crown, viz. her honour and reputa-

tion. A poftacy creates infamy : Judas came from an apoiile to

be a traitor, it was a diihonour.

(2.) If we give over our obedience it is a lofs of all that hath
been already done; as if one Qiould work in fiiver, and then
pick out all the Hitches. All a man's prayers are loft, all the

labbaths he hath kept are loft, he doth unravel all his good
works, Ezek. xviii. '24. * All his righteoufnel's that he hath
<lone (hall not be mentioried.' He undoesall he hath done; as

if one draws a curious pi6lure with the pencil, and then come
with his fpunge and wipe out all again.

(3.) A lofs of the foul and happinefs : we were in a fair

way for heaven, but, by leaving off' doing God's will, we mifs

the excellent glory, and are plunged deeper in damnation,
S Pet. ii. 21. ' It had been better not to have known the way
of righteoufnefs, than, after they have known it, to turn from
the holy commandment.* Therefore let us continue in doing
God's will; conltancy fets the crown upon the head of obedi-

ence. Thus you fee how we are to do God's will acceptably.

U/e I. Branch 1. See hence our impotency, we have no in-

nate power to do God's will ; what need we pray ' Thy will

be done,' if we have power of ourfelves to do it ? 1 wonder free-

willers pray this petition.

^ 2. Branch. If we are to do God's will on earth, as it is done
by the angels in heaven, fee then the folly of thole who go by
a wrong pattern ; they do as the moft of their neighbours do ;

if they talk vain on the fabbath, they do but as their neighbours
do ; if now and then they fwear an oath, it is the cuftom of their

neighbours to do (b ; but we are to do God's will, as the angels

in heaven : do the angels do fuch things ? We muft make the

angels our patterns, and not our neighbours : if our neighbours
do the devil's will, (hall we do fo too ? if our neighbours go to

hell, (hall we go thither too for company ?

3. Branch. See here that which may make us long to be in

heaven, then we (hall do God's will perfectly, as the angels do :

alas, how defe6live are we in our obedience here ! how far do
we fall (hort? We cannot write a copy of holinefs without
blotting; our holy things are blemilhed, like the moon, which,
when it (hines brighteft, hath a dark (pot in it ; but in heaven
we ftiall do God's will perfectly, as the angels in glory.

Ufe II. Of reproof.

Cc2
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1 Branch. It reproves fuch as do not God's will : they have
the knowledge of God's will, (knowledge they count an orna-

ment) but though they know God's will, yei they do it not.

(I.) They know what God would have them avoid : they

know they thould not fwear. Mat. v. 34. " Swear not at ail."

Jer. xxiii. 10. * For this (in the land mourns.' Yet though
they pray ' hallowed be thy name,' they profane it by Ihoot-

ing oaths like chain-bullets againlt heaven : they know they

fhouid abftain from fornication and uncleannefs, yet they can-

not but bite at the devil's hook, if he bait it with flefh, .lode 7.

(2.) They know what God would have them praf'itiCe, but
they '* leave undone thofe things which they ought to have
done." They know it is the will of God they fiiould be true in

their promiles, juft in their dealings, good in their relations;

but they do not the will of God : they know they fhould read

the Iciiptures, conl'ult with God's oracle ; but the Bible, like

rufty armour, is hung up, and feldom ufed ; they look otlener

upon a pack of cards than a Bible; they know their houles

fliould he palejirw pietatiSf nur'eries of piety, yet have no face

of religion in them ; they do not perfume their houfes with

prayer. What hypocrites are theie to kneel down in the

church, and lift up their eyes to heaven, and fay, ' Thy will

be done,' yet have no care at all to do God's will ? What is

this but to hang out a flag of .defiance againlt heaven, and re-

bellion is as the fun of witchcraft.

2. Branch. It reproves thofe who do not God's will in a

right acceptable manner.

(1.) They do not God's will entirely, all God's will : they

will obey God in fome things, but not in others ; as ifa fervaut

fhould do fome of your work you let him about, but not the

reft. Jehu deltroyed the idolatry of Baal, but let the golden

calves of Jeroboam Hand, 2 Kings x. 30. Some will obferve the

duties of the fecond table, but not of the fnft. Others make
an high profeffion, as if their tongues have been touched with a

coal from God's altar, but live idly, and out of a calling ; thefe

the apoftle complains of, 2 Thefl". iii. 11. * We hear there are

fome which walk among you diforderly, working not at all.'

Living by faith, and living in a caliiug, muft go together : this

is an evil thing, not to do all God's will.

(2.) They do not God's will ardently nor chearfully ; they

do not put coals to the incenle ; they bring thek lacrifice, but

not their heart : this is far from doing God's will as the angels

;

this lofeth the reward : how can God like this, to ferve him as

if we ferved him not } How can God mind our duties, when we
ourielves fcarce mind them ?

Ufe III. Of examination.

Let us examine all our adions, whether they are according
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to God's will. The will of God is the rule and Oandard, it is

the luu dial l»y which we muft let all our actions : he is no good
workman, that doth not work by rule ; heran be no good Chril-

tian who goes not according to the rule of God's will. Let us

exauiine our actions whether they do quadrure, agree 'to the

vvilL of God : are your I'peeches according to God's will ? are

our words lavoury, being lealbned with grace ? is our apparel

according to Go<rs will? I 'I'im. ii. 9. ' In hke manner, that

women adorn themlelves with moded apparel ;' not wanton
and gari(h to invite con)ers. Our diet, is it according to God's
will? do we hold the golden bridle of temperance, and only

take (b much as may rather fatisfy nature than Curfeit it ? Too
much oil chokes the lamp. Is our wliole carriage and behaviour

according to' Go<i's will ? are we patterns of prudence and
piety ? do we keep up thecredit of religion, and (hine as lights

in the world ? We pray ' Thy will be done' as it is in heaven ;,

are we like' our pattern ? would the angels do this if they were
on earth ; would Jel'us Chrili do this ? This is to chrKlianize,

this is to be faints of degrees, when we live our prayer, and our
actions are the counter-pane of God's will.

Uj'e IV . Of exhortation.

Let us be doers of the will of God, * Thy will be done.*

1. It is our wifdoni to do Goii's will, D<,'ut. iv. (>. Keep
and do thefe llatutes, for this is your wifdom.*

2. It is our lafety. Hath not mifery always attended the

doing of our own will, and happineis the doing of God's will.^

(I.) Mifery hath always attended the doing of our own will.

Our firft parents left God's will to fulfil their own, ' in eating

the forbidden fruit ;' and what came of it? The apple had a
bitter core in it, thev Durchai<.-d a curie for themfelves and all

their pollerity. King Saul left God's will to do his own ; he
I'pares A gag, and the bell oi ihe Iheep, and what was the ilfue,

but the lols of his kingdom?
(2.) Happineis hath always attended the doing of God's will.

Joleph obeyed God's will, in refuling the embraces of his mil-

trels; and was not tins h.is preferment? God railed him to be

the fecond man in the kingdom. Daniel did God's will con-

trary to the king's decree ; he bowed I) is knee in prayer to God,
and did not God make ail Perfia bow their knees tf» Daniel?

(3.) The way to l>iive our will, is to do Gi>J's will. Would
not we Ijave a bkUing in oim' ellate? »';en let us do God's will,

Deut. xxviii. 1, 3. * If thou (halt hearken to the voice of the

Lord thy God, to do all his conimandments, the Lord thy God
will let thee on \wj}\ above ail the nations of the earth ; blell'ed

llialt thou be in the city, and bleli'ed llialt IIk»u be in the field.*

^"his is the vvay to have a good harvt-ft. Would we have a
blefling in our fouls? then let us do God's will, Jer. vii. '^J.



206 OF THE THIRD PETITION

* Obey my voice, and I will be your God ;' I will entail my-
felf upon you, as an everiafting portion ; my grace (hall be yours
to fanclify you, my mercy fliall be yours to lave you. You fee

you lol'e nothing; by doing God's will, this is the way to have
your Will ; let God have his will in being obeyed, and you Ihall

have your will in being faved.

Qu. Hoio Oiall ice come to do God^s will aright 9

Anf. 1. Get found knowledge; we mull know God's will

belore we can do it ; knowledge is the eye to dire6l the foot of
obedience. The papirts make ignorance the mother of devotion,

but Chrift makes ignorance the mother of error, Matth. xxii.

2y. ' Ye err, not knowing the fcripture.* We mull know
God's will before we can do it aright. AfFe6lion without
knowledge, is like a horfe full of mettle, but his eyes are out.

2. If we would do God's will aright, let us labour for felf-

denial ; unlefs we deny our own will, we (hall never do God's
will ; God's will and ours are like the wind and tide when they

are contrary ; God wills one thing, we will another ; God calls

us to be crugified to the world ; by nature we love ihe world ;

God calls us to forgive our enemies, by nature we bear malice

in our hearts : God's will and ours are contrary, like the wind
and tide ; and till we can crofs our own will, we Ihall never

fulfil God's.

3. Let us get humble hearts : pride is the fpring of difobedi-

ence, Exod. v. 2. * Who is the Lord, that I (hould obey his

voice?' A proud man thinks it below him to Hoop to God's
will. Be humble ; the humble foul faith, * Lord, what wilt

thou have me to do?* He puts as it were, a blank paper into

God's hand ; and bids him write what he will, he will fub-

fcribe to it.

4. Beg grace and ftrength of God to do his will, Pf. cxliii.

10. * Teach me to do thy will :' as if David had faid, Lord, I

need not be taught to do my own will, I can do it fall enough,
but teach me to do thy will. And that which may add wings
to prayer, is God's gracious promife, * I will put my Spirit

within you, and caufe you to walk in my ftatutes;' Ezek.
xxxvi. 27. If the loadftone draw the iron, it is not hard for the

iron to move ; if God's Spirit enable, it will not be hard, but

rather delightful to do God's will.

II. In this petition, ' Thy will be done on earth, as it is in

heaven,' we pray *' Tliat we may have grace to fubmit to

God's will patiently in what he infli6ls." The text is to be

underftood as well of futfering God's will as of doing it; fo

Maldonet, and the moil judicious interpreters. I fliall fpeak

now of patient lubmiffion to God's will in whatever he inflidts,

* thy will be done.' This Ihould be the temper of a good Chrif-
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tian, when he is under any didiftrous providence, to lie quietly

at God's feet, and lay, * thy will be done.'

Qu. 1. What this patient fahrniJ[fion to God's will is not f

Anf. There is Ibmething looks like patience which is not ;

namely, when a man bears a thing becaul'e he cannot help it;

he takes affliaion as his fate and deftiny, therefore he endures

that quietly which he cannot avoid ; this is rather neceffity than

patience.

Qu. 2. Wliat it is may fiand loith patient fuhmijfion to God'

s

will 9

Avf. 1. A Chriftian may be fenfible of aftliaion, yet pa-

tiently fubmit to God's will, we ought not to be Stoics, inlen-

fible and unconcerned with God's dealings ; like the fons of

Deucalion, who (as the Poets fay) were begotten of a ftone.

Chrirt was fenfible when he fvveat great drops of blood, but

there was fubmiliion to God's will, Mat. xxvi. 39. ' Never-

thelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt.' We are bid to humble
ourfelves under God's hand, i Pet. v. 6. which we cannot do
unlefs we are fenfible of it.

2. A Chriftian may weep under an afflidlion, yet patiently

fubmit to God's will. God allows tears ; it is a fin to be 'with-

out natural atfeaion,* Rom. i. 31. Grace makes the heart

\.qw<\q'[ ; ftrangulate inclufus dolor ; weeping gives vent to for-

row, exnlelur lachrymis dolor. Jofeph wept over his dead fa-

ther
; Job, when he had fo much ill news broughthim at once,

rent his mantle, an expreflion of grief, but did not tear his hair

in anger ; only worldly grief mull not be immoderate ; a vein

may bleed too much; the water rifeth too high when it over-

flows the banks.

3. A Chriftian may complain in his affliction, yet be fub-

milfiveto God's will, Plal. cxlii. 2. * I cried to the Lord with

my voice, I poured out my complaint before him.' We may
(being under opprefiion) tell God how it is with us, and defire

him to write down our injuries. Shall not the child complain
to his father when he is wronged ? An holy complaint may
Hand with patient fubmiflion to God's will; but, though we
may complain to.God, we rnuft not complain of God.
Qu. 3. What is it cannot Jtand with patient JhhmiJJion to

God's will?

Anf. 1. Difcontentednefs with providence. Difcontent hath

a mixture of grief and anger in it, and, both thefe, mult needs

raife a itorm of paflion in the foul. God having touched the

apple of our eye, and fmitten us in that we loved, we are touchy

and fullen, and God fljall not have a good look from us. Gen.
iv. 6. * Why art thou wroth?' Likca fuUen bird, thatis angry,

and beats herfelf againft the cage.
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9. Murmuring cannot Qand with fubmifTinn fo God's will?

niurmuring is the height of impatience, it is a kind of mutiny
in the ibul againlt God, Numb. xxi. 5. ' The people fpake
againftGod.* When a cloud of Ibrrow is gathered in the foul,

and this cloud doth not only drop into tears, but out of this

cloud comes hail-ftoues, murmuring words a^^inft God, this is

far from patient fubmilfion to God's will. When water is hot

the Icum boils up; when the heart is heated with anger asainft

God, then this fcum boils up. Murmuring is very evil; it

fprings, 1. From pride: men think they have deCerved better

at God's hand ; and, when they begin to fwell they fpit poifbn.

9. Diftrull; men believe not that God can make a treacle of
poifon, bring good out of all their troubles, therefore they mur-
mur, Plal. cvi. 24. ' They believed not his word, but murmur-
ed.' Men murmur at God's providences, becaufe they diftrutt

bis promil'es ; God hath much ado to bear this (in, Numb. xiv.

^7' This is far fron» fubmifliou to God's will.

3. Dilcompofednefs of fpirit cannot ibind with quiet fub-

inillion to God's will. When a man faith, I am lb encom-
|)alfed with trouble, that I know not how to get out : head and
heart are fo taken up, that a perfon is not fit to pray. Wiien
the ftrings of a lute are fnarlcd, the lute can make no good
rnulic ; (b, when a Chriilian's i'pirits are perplexed and dil-

turbed, he cannot make melody in his heart to the Lord. To
be under a difcotripofure of mind, is as when an army is routed,

one runs this way, and another that, the arnty is put into dif-

order ; fo, when a Chriftian is in an hurry of mind, liis thoughts

run up and down diftracted, as if he were undone ; this cannot

Hand with patient fubmiffion to God's will.

4. Selt-apology cannot iland with fubminion to God's will;

inliead of being humbled under God's hand, a perfon joitifies

himfelf. A proud (inner itands upon his own defence, and is

ready toaccufeGod of unrighteoufnels, which is, as if we fhould

tax the fun with darknefs : this is far frorn fubmiOTion to God'«

will. God fntote Jonah's gourd, and he (lands upon his own
vindication, Jonah iv. {). * 1 do well to be angry to the death.*

What, to be angry with God ! and to juftify this, ' 1 do well

to be angry !' this was (trange to come irom a prophet, and was

far from this prayer, Chrift hath taught us, ' Thy will be

done.'

Qu. 4. What this patientfuhwijfion to God's mil is ?

Anf. It is a gracious frame of Ibul, whereby a Chriftian is

content to be at God's difpoilil, and doth arquiefce in his wif-

dom, 1 Sam. iii. 18. ' It is the Lord, let him do what (eemelh

luui good.' A6ts xxi. 14. * The will of the Lord be done.*

That I may further illullrate this, I (hall (hew you wherein
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this fubmiffion to the will of God Hes ; it lies chiefly in three

things.

(1.) In acknowledging God's hand ; feeing God in the af-

fIi6tion, Job v. o\ ' Aftli6lion arifeth not out of the duft;* it

comes not by chance. Job did eye God in all that befel him.

Job i. '2'2. • The Lord hath taken away:' He complains not

of the Chaldeans or the influence of the planets ; he looks be-

yond fecond caufes, he fees God in the affli6tion, ' The Lord
hath taken away.' There can be no fubmilFiop to God's will,

till there be an acknowledging of God's hand.

(2.) Patient" fubmiflion to God's will lies in our juftifying of

God, 'Pfal. xxii. 2. * O my God, I cry unto thee, yet thou
heareft not, thou turneft; a deaf ear to me in my affliition ;' ver.

3. * But thou art holy.' God is holy and Jull, not only when
he punilheth the wicked, but when he affli6ls the righteous,

Tho' God put wormwood in our cup, yet we vindicate God,
and proclaim his righteoulhefs. As Mauritius the emperor,
when he faw his fon flain before his eyes, jnjiiis es, Domine^
righteous art thou, O Lord, in all thy ways. We juilify God,
and confefs he puniflieih us lefs than we deferve, Ezra ix. 13.

(3.) Patient lubmilfion to God's will lies in the accepting of
the punifliment. Lev. xxvi. 41. * And they then accept of the

punilhment of their iniquity.' i\.ccepting the punifliment:
that is, taking all that God doth in good part. He who ac-

cepts of the punifliment, (arth, ' good is the rod of the Lord ;*

he kiffeth the rod, yea, blefleth God that he would ufe fuch a
merciful feverity, rather to affli6t him than to lo(e him. This
is patient fubmiflion to God's will.

This patient fubmiflion to God's will in afHi6lion fliews a
great deal of wifdom and piety. The flvill of a pilot is moll dif-

cerned in a ftorm, and a Chriftian's grace in the florm of af-

flicl;ion; and indeed this fubmillion to God's will is molt re-

quifite for us while we live here in this lower region. Li hea-
ven there will be no need of patience more than there is need of
the ftar-light when the fun fliines. In heaven tht^re will be all

joy, and what need of patience then ? It requires no patience to

wear a crown of gold ; but while we live here in a valley of
tears, there needs patient fubmiflion to God's will, Heb. x. 36.
* Ye have need of patience.'

1. The Lord fometimes lays heavy affliction upon us, Pfal.

xxxviii. 2. • Thy hand prefleth me fore.* The word in the

original for * aflli6led,' fignifies to be * meltsd.' God fome-
times melts his people in a furnace.

2. God fometimes lays divers affliij^ions upon us. Job ix. 17.
* He multiplies my wounds.* God flioots divers forts of ar-

rows :

(1.) Sometimes God affli<5ts with poverty. The widow had
Vol. II. No. 17. Dd
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nothing left her fave a pot of oil, 1 Kings xvii. 12. Poverty

is a great temptation. To have an eftate almoft reduced to no-

thing, is hard to flelh and blood, Ruth i. 20. * Call me not

Naomi, but Marah ; I went out full, and the Lord hath brought

me home again empty.* This expofeth to contempt; when
the prodigal was poor, his brother was afliamed to own him,
Luke XV. 30. ' This thy fon ;' he faid not, this my brother,

but this thy fon ; he fcorned to call him brother. When the

deer is fhot and bleeds, the reft of the herd pufh it away ; when
God (hoots the arrow of poverty at one, others are ready to

pufh him away. When Terence was grown poor, his friend

Scipio caft him olf. Themufes (Jupiter's daughters) the poets

feign, had no fuitors, becaufe they wanted a dowry.

(2.) God fometimes affli6ls with reproach. Such as have
the light of grace fliining in them, yet may be eclipled in their

name. The primitive Chrifiians were reproached as if they
were guilty of inceft, faith Tertullian. Luther was called a
trumpeter of rebellion. David calls reproach an heart-breaking,

PCal. Ixix. 20. this God lets his dear faints be oft exercifed

with. Dirt may be caft upon a pearl, thofe names may be
blotted, which are written in the book of life. Sincerity, though
it fliields from hell, yet not from flander.

(3.) God fometimes affli6ls with the lofs of dear relations,

Ezek. xxiv. 1(5. ' Son of man, behold I take away from thee

the defire of thine eyes with a ftroke.' This is like pulling

away a limb from the body. He takes away an holy child ;

Jacob's life was bound up in Benjamin, Gen. xliv. 30. and
that which puts teeth into the crols, and is worfe than the lofs

of children, is, when they are continued as living croifes

;

where the parents expedled honey, there to have wormwood.
W^hat greater cut to a godly parent, than a child who dilclaims

bis father's God ; a corrofive applied to the body may do well,

but a bad child is a corrofive to the heart. Such an undutiful

fon had David, whoconlpired treafon, and would not only have
taken away his father's crown, but his life.

(4.) God fometimes infli6ls with infirmnefs of body; fcarce

a well day. Sicknels takes away the comfort of life, and n)akes

one in deaths oft. Thus God tries his people with various af-

flidions, lb that there is need of patience to fubmit to God's
will. He who hath divers bullets ftiot at him needs armour ;

when divers afflictions affault, we need patience as armour of

proof.

3. God fometimes lets the affli6lion continue long, Pfal.

Ixxiv. 9. As it is with difeafes, there are fome chronical, that
linger and hang about the body feveral years together ; fo it is

with aftli6tion, the Lord is pleafed to exercile many of his pre-

cious ones with chronical affli6tion, fuch as lie upon them a
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long time : So that in all thefe cafes we need patience and f'ub-

milfivenefs of Ipirit to God's will.

U/'e I. It reproves fuch as have not yet learned this part of
the Lord's prayer, * Thy will be done ;' they have only laid
it, but not learned it. If things be notaccording to their mind,
if the wind of providence crolfeth the tide of their will, they
are dilcontented and querulous. Where is now fubmidion of
will to God ? To be difpleafed with God, if things do not pleafe
us, is this to lie at God's feet and acquiefce in his will? This
is a very bad temper of Spirit, and God may juilly punifh us
by letting us have our will. Rachel cried out, * give me chil-
dren or 1 die,' Gen. xxx. I. God let her have a child, but it
coll her her life, Gen. xxxv. 8. Ifrael not content with manna
(angel's food) they mull have quails to their manna, God
puniHied them by letting them have their will, Numb. xi. 31.
* There went forth a wind from the Lord and brought quails.*
ver. 33. ' And while the tlelh was yet between their teeth,
the wrath of the Lord was kindled againll them, and the Lorcl
fmote them with a great plague.' They had better been without
their quails, than had fuch four fauce to them. Many have im-
poFtunately dehred the life of a child, and could not bring their
will to God's, to be content to part with it : and the Lord hath
punifhed them by letting them have their will ; the child hath
lived and been a burden to them. Seeing their.wills croffed God,
their child (hall crofs them.

Ufe II. Of exhortation. Let us be exhorted, whatever
troubles God doth exercile us with, cequo aniino feire, to refio-a

up our wills to God, and fay, * Thy will be done.' Which°is
fitteft, that God (hould bring his will to ours, or we bring our
will to his ? Say, as Eli, I Sam. iii. 18. * It is the Lord, let
him do what feemeth him good :' and as David, 2 Sam. xv.
26. * Behold here am I, let him do to me as feemeth good
unto him.' It was the faying of Harpukrs, placit mihiquod regi
placet that pleafeth me which pleafeth the king : fo Ihould we
fay, that which pleafeth God pleafeth us, ' Thy will be done.'
Some have not yet learned this art of fubmidion to God ; and
truly he who wants patience in afflidion, is like a foldier in bat-
tle who wants armour.
Qu. When do we not as we ovght,fuhmitto God's will in afjlic'

tion ?
"^

Afif. (I.) When we have hard thoughts of God, and our
hearts begin to fwell againft him.

2. When we are fo troubled at our prefent affliction, that we
are unfit for duty. We can mourn as doves, but not pray or
praife God. We are fo difcompoled, that we are not fit to

Dd 2
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hearken to any good counfel, Exod. vi. 9. * They hearkened
not to Mofes for angiiifh of fpirit.' Ifrael was fo full of grief

under their prefenl burdens, that they minded not what Moles
faid, though he came with a meffage from God to them ;

• They
hearkened not to Mofes for anguiili of fpirit.'

S, We do not fubmit as we ought to God's will, when we
labour to break loofe from afili6lion by indire6t means. Many,
to rid themfelves out of trouble, run themfelves into fin ; when
God hath bound them with thecordsof affli6lion, they go to the

devil to loofen their bands. Better is it to Hay in affliction,

than to fin ourfelves out of affli6fion. O let us learn to ftoop

to God's will in all afllidlive providences.

Qu. But how fliall we bring our/elves to this Chrijlian temper
in all occurrences ofprovidence ,

patienthf to acquiefce in God's
will, andfay t

* thy icill he done T We know not ivhat trials

perfonal or national we may be exercifed with. Wefeem noiv to

be under the planet Saturn, which hath a malignant afpect. Our
flip is fleered fo firangely , that ice are in danger, on one hand,

ofthefands, on the other hand, of the rocks. Ifaffiiction comes,
howfhall ice keep a Chriftian decorum f Howfiall we bear things

•with equanimity of mind, andfay, ' thy will he done ?'

• Anf. The meajns for a quiet refignation to God's will in afflic-

tion are,

1. Judicious confideration, Eccl. vii. 14. * In the day of

adverfity confider.* When any thing burdens us, or runscrofs

to our defires, did we but fit down and confider, and weigh
things in the balance ofjudgment, it would much quiet our
minds, and fubje6t our wills to God ;

* In the day of adverfity

confider.' Confideration would be as David's harp, to charm
down the evil fpirit of frowardnefs and difcontent.

Qu. But what fiall we conjider 9

Anf. That which may make us fubmit to God in affli6lion,

and fay, ' thy will be done,' is,

1. To confider, that the prefent fl;ate of life is fubje6l to

afflictions, as a feaman's life is fubjeCt to Ho rms
;
/erre quam

fortem omnes patiuntur nemo recufat : Job v. 7. * Man is born
to trouble ; he is heir apparent to it ; he comes into the world
with a cry, and goes out with a groan.' Ea lege natifumus.
The world is a place where much wormwood grows. Lam. iii.

15. * He hath filled me with bitternefs,' Heb. with bitter-

Tiefles; he hath made me drunk with wormwood. Troubles
arife like fparks out of a furnace. Affliclions-are fome of the
thorns which the earth after the curie brings forth. We may
as well think to fi^op the chariot of the fun when it is in fvvift

motion, as put a flop to trouble : the confideration of this, our
life is expofed to eclipfes and fufferings, ftiould make us fay
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with patience, * thy will be done.' Shall a mariner be angry

that he meets with a llorni at lea?

2. Conlideration, God hath a fpecial hand in thedifpofal of

all occurences that fall out. Job eyed God in the affliction,

chap. i. 21. • The Lord hath taken away.' He doth not

complain of the Sabeans, or the influences of the planets ; he

looked beyond all fecond caufes, he law God in the affliction,

and that made liiui cheerfully fubmit, * bleffed be the name of

the Lord.' And Chrilt looked beyond Judas and ^ilate, he

looked to God's determinate counfel in delivering him up to be

crucified, A6ls iv. 27. this made him lay. Mat. xxvi. 3^. * Fa-

ther, not as I will, but as thou wilt.' It is vain to quarrel with

inflruments : wicked men are but a rod in God's hand, Ifa. x.

5. * O Affyrian, the rod of my anger.' Whoever brings an
affliction, God lends it : the conlideration of this would make
us fay, * thy will be done ;' what God doth, he fees a reafon

for. We read of a wheel within a wheel, Ezek. i. 15. The
outward wheel, which turns all, is providence ; the wheel with-

in this wheel, is God's decree; this believed, would rock the

heart quiet. Shall we mutiny at that which God doth ? We
may as well quarrel with the works of creation, as the works of

providence.

3. Confideration, which may make us humbly fubmit to

God's will, is, that there is a necefifity of affliction, 1 Pet. i. 6.
* (if need be) ye are in heavinefs.' It is needful fome things be
kept in brine : affli6lioiis are needful upon leveral accounts.

(I.) To keep us humble. Oft-times there is no other way to

have the heart low, but by being brought low, 2 Chron. xxxiii.

12. * When Manalieh was in afflidtion he humbled himfelf

greatly.' Corrections are corrofives to eat out the proud flefh.

Lam. iii. 19. * Remembering my mllery, the wormwood and
the gall, my foul is troubled in me.'

(2.) It is necelikry that there (hould be affliction ; for if God
did not fomeiimes bring us into affliction, how could his power
be feen in bringing us out ? Had not Ifrael been in the Egyp-
tian-furnace, God had loft his glory in their deliverance.

(3.) If there were no affliction, then many parts of fcripture

could not be fulfilled. God hath promifed to help us to bear

affliction, Pf. xxxvii. 24, 39. how could we experience God's
fupporting us in trouble, if we did not fometimeb meet with it ?

God hath promifed to give us joy in affliction, John xvi. 20.
how could we tafie this honey ofjoy, if we were not fometimes
in affli(5lion ? Again, God hath promifed to wipe away tears

from our eyes, Ifa. xxv. 8. how could God wipe away our
tears in heaven, if we never (hed any ? So that, in feveral re-

fpeds, there is an ablblute necelfity that we Ihould meet with
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affliction ; and, (hall not we quietly fubmit ? and fay. Lord, I

fee there is a necelTity of it ;
* thy will be done.'

4. Confideration, to make us fubmit to God's willin afiliAion,

is, that whatever we feel, it is nothing but what we have
brought upon ourfelves ; we put a rod into God's hand tochaf-

tife us. Chrillian, God lays thy crofs on thee, but it is of thy

own making. If a man's field be full of tares, it is nothing but

what he hath fown in it : if thou reaped a bitter crop of afflic-

tion, it is nothing but what thou thyfelf hafl fown. The cords

that pinch thee are of thy own twilling ; meme adfum que feci.

If children will eat green fruit, they may thank themfelves if

they are (ick ; if we eat the forbidden fruit, no wontler to feel

it gripe. Sin is the Trojan horfe, that lands an army of afflic-

tions upon us, Jer. iv. 16. * A voice publifheth affli6tion :' ver.

18. * Thy way and thy doings have procured thefe things unto

thee; this is thy wickednefs.* If we by fin run ourfelves into

arrears with God, no wonder if he fet affliction as a ferjeant oq
our back to arreft us. This may make us patiently fubmit to

God in af^idion, and fay, * Thy will be done.' We have no
cauie to complain of God, it is nothing but what our fins have
merited, Jer. ii. 17. 'Haftnotthou procured this unto thyfelf?'

The crofs, though it be of God's laying, it is of our own mak-
ing; fay then, as Micah vii, 9. • I will bear the indignation of

the Lord, becaufe I have finned againfl him.*

6. Confideration, to cauie fubminion to God's will in afBic-

tion, God is now about to make an experiment, he doth it to

prove and try us, Pf. Ixvi. 10. * Thou, O God haft tried us as

lilver is tried, thou laidft affli6lion upon our loins.' If there

were no affiiclion, how fliould God have opportunity to try men?
Hypocrites can fail in a pleafure boat, ferve God in profperity

;

but when we can keep clofe to God in times of danger, when
we can truft God when we have no pawn, and love God when
we have no fmile, here is the trial of fincerity ! this may make
us fay, • thy will be done.' God is only trying us ; what hurt

is in that ? What is the gold worfe of being tried ?

G. Confideration, to make us fubmit to God in afHi6lion, and
fay, ' thy will be done,' is, that in all our crolfes God hath

a kindnefs for us. As there- was no night fo dark, but Ifrael had

a pillar of fire to give light ; fo there is no condition fo cloudy,

but we may fee that which gives light of comfort: David
would fing of mercy and judgment, Pf. ci. 1. This may make
our wills cheerfully fubmit to God's to confider in every path

of providence we iu:iy fee a foot-ftep of kindnefs.

Qu. What kindnefs is there in afflidlionywhen Godfeems mojl

unkind ?

Anf. 1. There is kindnefs in afflidion, in that there is love

in it. God's rod, and God's love may fland together, Heb.
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xii. 6. * Whom the Lord loveth he chaftiieth :' whom he cock-
ereth above the reft; fo Mercer. As Abraham, when he lift

up his hand to facrifice ICaac, loved him ; fo when God aftli<5ls

his people, and feems to facrifice their outward comforts, yet he
loves them : the hulbandman loves his vine, when he cuts it

and makes it bleed ; and, Ihall not we fubmit to God ? fhall

we quarrel with that which hath kindnefs in it, which comes ia

love? The chirurgeon binds the patient, and lanceth him, but
no wife man will quarrel with the chirurgeon, it is in love, and
in order to a cure.

2. There is kindnefs in afili6lion, in that God deals with us
now as children, Heb. xii. 7« ' If you endure chaftening, God
deals with you as fons;' God hath one Son without fin, but no
fon without ftripes. Affliction is a badge of adoption; it is

Dei/igilhiniy faith TertuHian, it is God's leal by which he marks
us for his own. When Munfter, that holy man, lay fick, his

friends afked him how he did } He pointed to his fores, faying,

Haefunt gemmae Dei^ thefe are the jewels with which God
decks his children. Shall not we then fay, * thy will be done ?*

Lord, there is kindnefs in the crofs, thou ufeft us as children.

The rod of difcipline is to fit us for the inheritance.

3. There is kindnefs, that God hath, in all our affli6lions,

left us a promife ; in the moil cloudy providences, the promife
appears as a rain-bow in the cloud.

(1.) Then we fhall have God's promife with us, Pf. xci. 15.
* I will be with him in trouble.' It cannot be ill with that man
with whom God is ; I will be with him, i. e. to fupport, fanc-

tify, fweeten ; God's prefence is a fweetening ingredient into

every affiliation. I had rather be in prifon, and have God's pre-

sence, than be in a palace, and want it.

•{2.) Promife, that he will lay no more upon us than he will

enable us to bear, 1 Cor. x. 13. God will not try us beyond
our llrength ; either God will make the yoke lighter, or our faith

ftronger : may not this make us fubmit our wills to God, when
aftliclions have fo much kindnefs in them ? In all our trials,

God hath left us promiles, which are like manna in the vvilder-

ncfs.

4. This is great kindnefs, that all the troubles that befal us

fhall be for our profit, Heb. xii. 10. * He for our profit.*

Qu. But icliat profit is in affli6iion ?

Anf. 1. Affli6tions are dilciplinary, they teach us, SchnJa

cruciSy Scliola lucis. Many pfalms have this infeription : Maj-
chil, a pfalm giving inftru6tion : afTliclion may have this inferip-

tion upon it, Ma/cfiii, anaflli6lion giving in(lru6tion, Micah vi.

9. * Hear ye the rod.' Luther faith, he could never rightly

underftand fome of the plalms, till he was in afflidiion, Judges
viii. 10". • Gideon took thorns of the wildernefs, and briars, and
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with them he taught the men of Succoth :' God by the thorns
and briars of aftlidlion teacheth us.

(1.') Affli6lion fhevvs us more of our own heart than ever.

Water in a glafs-vial looks clear ; but fet it on the fire, and the
fcum boils up ; when Qod fets us upon the tire, then we fee that
corruption boils up which we did not difcern before. Sharp, af-

flidlions are to the foul as a foakingrain to the houfes, we know
not that there arefuch holes in the houfe, till the fhower comes,
and then we fee it drop down here and there ; fo, we before
did not know that there were fuch unmortified lufts in the foul,

till the ftorm of affliftion comes, then we fpy unbelief, impa-
tience, carnal fear, we fee it drop down in many places. Thus
affliction is a facred collyriumy it clears our eye fight ; the rod
gives wifdom.

(2.) Affliction brings thofe fins to remembrance, which be-
fore we buried in the grave of forgetfulnefs. Jofeph's brethren,

for twenty years together, were not at all troubled for their fin v

in felling their brother; but when they came into Egypt, and
began to be in llraits, then their fin in felling their brother came
into their remembrance, and their hearts did fmite them. Gen.
xlii. 21. ' They faid one to another, we are verily guilty con-
cerning our brother.' When a man is in difi;rel's, now his fin

comes frefli into his mind ; confcience makes a rehearfal fer-

mon of all the evils which have pafied in his life ; now his ex-
pence of precious time, his iabbalh-breaking, his flighting of

the word, come into his remembrance, and he g'oes out with
Peter and weeps bitterly. Thus the rod gives wifdom, it

fhews the hidden evil of the heart, and brings former fins to re-

membrance.
2. There is profit in afflidlion, as it quicken? a fpirit of pray-

er, premuntur jufti ut prejji clament. Jonah was afleep in the

fliip, but at prayer in the whale's belly. Perhaps, in a time of

health and profperity, we prayed in a cold and formal manner,
we put no coals to the incenie, we did fcarce mind our own
prayers, and how fliould God mind fhem ? Now, God fends

forne crofs or other to make us ftir up ourfelves to take hold of

God : when Jacob was in fear of his life by his brother, then he
wreftles with God and weeps in prayer, and would not leave

God till he blefied him, Hof. xii. 4. It is with many of God's
children, as with thofe who formerly had the fweating ficknefs

in this land, it was a fleepy difeafe, if they flept they died ;

therefore to keep them waking, they were fmitten with rofe-

mary branches ; fo, the Lord ufeth afl[li6tion as a rofemary

branch to keep us from fleeping, and to awaken a fpirit of

prayer, Ifa. xxvi. 16. ' They poured out a prayer, when thy

chaftening hand was upon them ;' now their prayer pierced the

heavens; in times of trouble we pray feelingly, and we never
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pray Co fervently as when we pray feelingly ; and, is not this
for our profit?

3. Affli6lion is for our profit, as it is a means to expe6torate
, and purge out our fins, Ifa. xxvii. g. By this therefore (hall

the Iniquity of Jacob be purged.' Afflidion is God's phyfic to
expel the noxious humour, it cures the impofthume of pride,
the fever of Juft ; and, is not this for our profit ? Affliction is

God's file to fetch off our rufl:, his flail to threfti off our hufks :

the water of affliction is not to drown us, but to wafh ofiour
I'pots.

4. To be under the black rod, is profitable, in that hereby we
grow more lierious, and are more careful to clear our evidences
for heaven : in times of profperity, when the rock poured out
rivers of oil, Job xxix. 6. we were carelefs in getting, at leaft

clearing our title to glory. H^d many no better evidences for
tiieir land, than they have for their falvatioii, they were but in
an ill cafe ; but when an hour of trouble comes, we begin to
look after our fpiritual evidences, and fee how things fland be-
tween God and our fouls ; and, is it not for our profit to fee our
intereft in Chrift more cleared than ever }

5. Afiiiction is for our profit, as it is a means to take us more
off from the world; the world oft proves not only a fpider's
web, but a cockatrice egg : pernicious worldly thiiiQs are great
inchantments

; they are retinacukifpei, Tertull. They hinder
us in our paffage to heaven. If a clock beoverwound, itflands
itill ; fb, when the heart is wound up too much to the world,
it flands fiill to heavenly things : Affli6tion founds a retreat to
call us off the immoderate purfuit of earthly things : when
things are frozen and congealed together, the only way to fe-

parate them, is by fire ; fb, when the heart and the world are
congealed together, God hath no better way to feparate them
than by the fire of affliction.

6'. Affliction is for our profit, as it is a refiner ; it works us
to further degrees of fandity, Heb. xii. 10. ' He for our pro-
fit, that we might be partakers of his holinefs.' The veifels of
mercy are the brighter for fcouring; you pour water on yuur
linen when you would whiten it ; God pours the water of
afflidion upon us, to lay our fouls a-whitening. The leaves
of the fig-tree and root are bitter, but the fruit is fweet. : afflic-

tions are in themfelves bitter, but they bring forth the fweet
fruits of righteouiuefs, Heb. xii. ll. This mav make us fub-
mit to God and fay, * Thy will be done ;' there's kindnefs in
afflidion, it is for our fpiritual profit.

7. There's kindnefs in iiffli6tion, in that there is no condition
fo bad, but it might be worfe ; when it is du{l<ini it might be
darker ; God doth not nuke our crofs fo heavy as he might,
he doth not ftir up all his anger, Pf Ixxviii. '38. He doth

Vol. II. Nu. 17. Ee
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not put fo many nails in our yoke, fo much wormwood in our

cup as he might. Doth God chaftife thy body ? He might
torture thy confcience. Doth he cut thee (hort ? He might
cut thee oft"; the Lord might make our chains heavier. Is it

a burning fever ? It might have -been the burning lake : Doth
God ufe the pruning knife to lop thee ? he might bring his axe

to hew thee down, Ezek. xlvii. 3. * The waters were up to the

ancles.' Do the waters of afflidtinn come up to the ancles ?

God might make them rife higher ; nay, he might drown thee

in the waters. This may make us fubmit quietly, and fay,
* Thy will be done,* becaufe there is fo much kindnefs in it

;

whereas God ufeth the rod, he might ufe the fcorpion.

8. There is kindnefs in affli6lion, in that your cafe is not fo

bad as others ; they are always upon the rack, they fpend their

years vvitli fighing, Pf. xxxi. 10. Have you a gentle fit of the

ague ? Others cry out of the llone and ftrangulion : Do you
bear the wrath of men ? Others bear the wrath of God : you
have but a fingle trial, others have them twilled together : God
flioots but one arrow at you, he (hoots a (hower of arrows at

others : is there not kindnefs in all this ? We are apt to fay,

never any fuffered as we : Was it not worfe with Lazarus, who
was fo full of fores, that the dogs took pity on him, and licked

his fores ? Nay, was it .not worfe with Chrift, who lived poor,

and died curfed ? May not this caufe us to fay ' thy will be
done ?' There is kindnefs in it, that God deals not fo feverely

with us as with others.

9. There is kindnefs in affliction, in that (if we belong to

God) it is all the hell we fliall have. Some have two hells,

they futferin their body a»id confcience ; here is one hell, and
another hell is to come, unquenchable fire* Judas had two
bells, but a child of God hath but one hell. Lazarus had all

his hell here ; he was full of fores, but had a convoy of angels

to carry him to heaven when he died. Say then, Lo, if this

be the word I fliall have, if this be all my hell, I will patiently

acquiefce. * Thy will be done.'

10. There is kindnefs, in that God gives gracious fupports

in affli6lion ; if hellrikes with one hand, he will fupport with

the other, Deut. xxxiii. Q7. * Underneath are the everlafting

arms.' There is not the leaft trial, but if God would defert

us, and not afiTdl us with his grace, we fhould fink under it :

the frown of a great man, the fear of reproach ; Peter was
frighted at the voice of a maid, Matt. xxvi. 69. O therefore

what mercy is it to have Chriil ilrengthen us, and as it were
bear the heavieft part of the crofs with us. One faid, I have

no raviOiing joys in my ficknefs, but, Iblefs God, I have fweet

fupports : and fliould not this caufe fubmiffion to God's will,

and make us fay, Lo, if thou art fo kind as to bear us up in
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affli6^ion, that we do not taint, put us into whatwine-prefs thou

pleafeft, ' Thy will be done.'

11. There is Uindnefs in afilidion, in that it is preventive.

(1.) God by this ftroke ot his would prevent fome fin:

• Paul's thorn in the flelh,' was to prevent his being hfted up
in pride, 2 Cor. xii. 7. As affli6lion is Ibmetimes fent for thy

punifhing of fin, fo Ibmetimes for the preventing of fin. Pro-

sperity expofeih to much evil ; it is hard to carry a full cup
without fpilling, and a full efiate without finning. God's peo-

ple know not how much they are beholden to their atHidlion,

they might have fallen into fome fcandal, had not God fat an
hedge of thorns in their way to ftop them : what kindnefs is

this ? God lets us fall into fufferings, to prevent falling into

fnares : fay then, Lord, do as it feems good in thy figiit, * Thy
will be done.'

(2.) God by affli6lion would prevent damnation, 1 Cor. xi.

32. * We are corre6ted in the world, that we may not be
condemned with the world.' A man by falling into the briars,

is faved from falling into the river ; God lets us fall into the

briars of afflidlion, that we may not drown in perdition. It is

a great favour when a lefler punifhment is inflided, to prevent
a greater ; is it not clemency in the judge, when he lays fome
light penalty on the prifoner, and faves his hfe ? fo, when
God lays upon us light affli6tion, and faves us from wrath to

come. As Pilate faid, Luke xxiii. 16. ' I will challiie him,
and let him go ;' lo God challifeth his children, and lets them go,
frees them from eternal torment. What is a drop of forrow,

the godly taile, to that fea of wrath the wicked (hall be drink-

ing of to all eternity ? O what kindnefs is here ; may not this

make us fay, * Thy will be done ?' It is preventing phyfic.

12. There is kindnefs, in that God doth mix his providences,
Hab. iii. 2. * In anger he remembers mercy.' Not all pure
gall, but (bme honey mixed with it. Alher's (hoes were iron

and brafs, but his foot was dipped in oil. Gen. xxxiii. 24.
Affliction is the Ihoe of brafs, but God caufeth the foot to be
dipped in oil. As the limner mixelh with his dark Ihaciows
bright colours ; fo the wife God mingles the dark and bright

colours, croffes and blefliogs. The body isaffli6led, but within
is peace of confcience : there is a bleifing. Jofepb was ibid

into Egypt, and put in prifon ; there was the dark fide of the
cloud. Job loft all that ever he liad, his Ikin was clothed with
boils and ulcers ; here was a lad providence. But God gave a
tellimony from heaven of Job's integrity, and did afterwards

double his efi:ate, Job xlii. 10. ' I'he Lord gave Job twice as

much ;' here was the goodnefs of God feen towards Job. God
dotii chequer his works of providence, and Ihall not we fubmit

Ee2
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and fa5% Lord, if thou art fo kind, mixing fo many bright

colours with my dark condition, ' thy will bedone.'
• 13. Tiiereis kindnels in affliction, in that God doth moderate

his ilroke, Jer. xxx. H. '1 will corre6t thee in me;ii'ure/

God will in the day of his eail-wind ilay his rough wind, I(a.

xxvii. S. The phyfician that undeiltands the crafis and tem-
per of the patient will not give too ftrong pbyfic for the body,
nor will he give one drachm or fcruple too much : God knows
our frame, he will not over-affli6l ; he will not itretch the

firings of his viol too hard, left they break. And is there not
kindnefs in all this ? May not this work our hearts to fub-

miffion ? Lord, if thou ufeft fo much gentlenefs, and corre6left

in meafure, ' thy will be done.'

14. There is kindnefs in affli6lion, in that God often fweet-

ens it with divine conlblation, 1 Cor. i. 4. * Whocouiforteth
us in all our tribulation.' After a bitter potion, a lump of
fugar. God comforts in affliction.

(I.) Partly by his word, Pf. cxix. 50. * This is my comfort

in my affliclion, for thy word hath quickened me.' The pro-

inifes of the word are a ihop of cord*ialF.

(2.) God comforts by his Spirit. Philip, landgrave ^f Hefle,

faid, that in his troubles, Se divinas martynimconjblationesfen-

JlJ/e, he felt the divine conlblationsof the martyrs. David had
his pilgrimage fongs, Pf. cxix. 54. and St. Paul his prifon

fongs, Aftsxvi. 25. Thus God candies our wormwood with

fugar, and makes us gather grapes of thorns. Some of the

faints have fuch ravifhing joys in afflidlion, that they had rather

endure their futTerings than want their comforts. O how
much kindnefs is in the crofs ! In the belly of the lion is an
honey-comb ; may not this make us cheerfully fubmit to God's
will, when God lines the yoke with comfort, and gives us ho-

ney at the end of the rod }

15. There is kindnefs in alBiClion, in that God doth curtail

and ftiorten it ; he will" not let it lie on too long, Ifa. Ivii. Itl.

• I wilLnot contend for ever, left the fpirit fhould fail before

me.' God will give his people a writ of eafe, and proclaim a
year of jubilee ; the wicked may plow upon the backs of the

faints, but God will cut their traces, Pf. cxxix. 4. The gold-

fmith will not let his gold lie any longer, in the furnace than till

it be purified. 'J'he wicked muft drink a lea of wrath, but the

godly have only a cup of affliction, Ifa, li. 17. and God will fay
* Let this cup pals away.' Affliction may be compared to

froft, it will break, and Ipring-flowers will come on, 11a. xxxv.
10. * Sorrow and (ighing fhall fly away; Affliction hath a
fting but withal a wing, forrow and lighing fhall fly away ;

this land-llood fliall be dried up. If then there be lb much
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kindnefs in the crofs, God will canfe a ceflation of trouble:'

fay, then Jiat voluntas tua, ' thy will be done.'

16. Ult. riieft! is kindiiefs in afflidion, in that it is a means
to make us happy, Job v. 17. * Bthold, happy is the n)aa

whom God correc\eth.' This feems Itrange to flelh and blood,

that attliction'Oiould make one happy : when Moles law the

bulTi burning and not conlumed, ' I will (laith he) turn afide

and fee this Itran^^e fight.' Exod. iii. 3. So here is a Itrange

iight, a man affllcled yet happy. The world counts them
happy, who can elbape afllitlion, but liappy is the man whom
God corredeth.

Qu. Bid how do affi'iHinns contribute to our happhefs ?

Anf, 1. As they are a means to bring us nearer to God ; the
load (tone of prolperity doth not draw ns fo near to God, as the

cords of aftliCtion : when the prodigal was pinched with want,
then, faith he, ' I will ariCe and go to my father,' Luke xv.

18. The deluge brought the dove to the ark: the floods of
forrow make us hailen to Chrili.

2. Alfli6tions make ns happy, as they are maundu6tions to

glory. The iiorm drives the iTiip in the harbour : happy is

that llorm which drives the foul into the heavenly harbour. Is

it not better to go through affliction to glory, than through plea-

fure to mifery ? Not that affli6tions merit glory : no crols ever
merited, but that which Chrill endured, but they do difponere
and prepare us for glory. Think, O Chrifiian, what alfliclion

leads to, it leads to paradife, where are rivers of plealiire al-

ways running ; may not this make us cheerfully fubmit to

God's will, and fay. Lord, if there be fo much kndnels in

affli6lion, if all thou dolt, is to make us happy, ' thy will be
doneJ": b .';<'

7. Confideration, it is God's ordinary courfe, to keep his

people to a bitter diet-drink, and exercife them with great
trials. Affli6li6n is the beaten road all the i'aints have gone
in : the lively Itones in the fpiritual l)uilding have been all

hewn and poliflied ; Chrilt's lily hath grown among the thorns,

9 Tim. iii. 12. ' All that will live godly in Chrilt Jefus (liall

fufler perfecution.' It is too much for a Chriftian to have two
heavens, that is more than Chrilt had. It hath been ever the
lot of the faints to encounter with fore trials ; both of the pro-
phets, James v. 10. ' Take my brethren, the prophets, for

an exam pie of fullering afflidion ;' And of the a potties ; Peter
was crucified with his head downwards, James beheaded by He-
rod, John banilhed into the ifle of Paimos, the apofile Thomas
thrult through with a fpear. Matthias (who was choleri

apoflle in Judas' room) was floned to death, Luke the evan-
gelill hanged on an olive-tree. Thofe faints, of whom the
world was not worthy, did pais under the rod, Heb. xi. 3(3.
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Chrift,*s kingdom is regmim crucis, this is the way God hath
always gone in : fuch as God intends to lave fronn bell, yet be
doth not fave from the crols. The confideration of this (hould

quiet our minds in aiflidlion, and make us fay, * thy will be
done.* Do we think God will alter his courfe of providence

for us ? why (hould we look for exemption from trouble more
than others ? why fhould we think to tread only upon rofes

and violets, when prophets and apoilles have marched through
the briars to lieaveu ?

8. Confideration, God liath done that for thee, Chriftian,

which may make thee content to fuffer any thing at his hand,
and fay, ' thy will be done.'

(1.) He hath adopted thee for his child, David thought it

no fmall honour to be the king's Ibn-in-law, 1 Sam. xviii. 18.

What an honour is it to derive thy pedigree from heaven, to

be born of God ? why then art thou troubled, and murmureft
at every flight crofs, ? As Jonadab faid to Amnon, 2 Sam.
xiii. 4. * Why art thou, being the king's fon lean ?' So, why
art thou, who art fon or daughter to the king of heaven, trou-

bled at thefe petty things ? Wiiat, the king's fon, and look

lean I This may quiet thy fpirit, and bring thy will to God's;

he hath dignified thee with honour, he hgith made thee his foQ

and heir, and will entail a kingdom on thee.

(2.) God hath given thee Chrift. Chrift is communis, thefa-

urus a magazine or Itore-houCe of all heavenly treafure ; a pearl

of price to enrich ; a tree of life lo quicken ; he is the quin-

telience of all blefllngs : why then art thou difcontented at thy

worldly crofles? They cannot be fo bitter as Chrift is fweet.

As Seneca faid once to Polybius, •' Why doll thou complain

of hard fortune, falvo Ccefare? Is not CEeCar thy friend ?" So,

is not Chrift thy friend ? He can never be poor who hath a mine
of gold in his field ; nor he who hath the unfearchable riches of

Chrift: fay then, Lord, * thy will be done;' though I have

my crofs^ yet I have Chrift with it. The crofs may make me
weep, but Chrift wipes oft all tears. Rev. vii. 17.

(3.) God hath given thee grace. Grace is the rich embroidery

and workmanftiip of the Holy Ghoft ; it is the facred un6lion,

1 John ii. 27. The graces are a chain of pearl to adorn, and

beds of fpices, which make us a fweet odour to God : grace is

adiftinguiftiing blefling, Chrift gave Judas his purfe but not his

fpirit. May not this quiet the heart in affli<5lion, and make it

fay, ' thy will be done?' Lord, thou haft given me that jewel

which thou beftoweft only on the ele6t : grace is a feal of thy

love, it is both food and cordial, it is an earneft of glory.

' y. Confideration. When God intends the greateft mercy to

any of his people, he brings them low in aftli6lion. God feems

togo quite crofa to feafe and reafon ; when he intends to raile
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US higheft, he brings us' lowed. As Mofes' hand, before it

wrought miracles, was leprous; and Sarah's womb before it

brought forth the fon of the promife, was barren ; God brings

us low before he raifeth us, as water is at the loweft ebb before

there is a fpring tide.

(1.) It is true in a temporal fenfe. When God would bring

Ifrael to Canaan, a land flowing with milk and honey, he firft

leads them through a feaand a wildernefs. When God intend-

ed to advance Jofeph to be the fecond man in the kingdom, he

caft him firll into prifon, and the iron entered into his foul, Pf.

cv. 18. God ufually lets it be darkeft before the morning-ftar

of deliverance appears.

(2.) It is true in a fpiritual fenfe. When God intends to

raife a foul to fpiritual comfort, he firft lays it low in defertion,

I(a. xii. 1. As the limner lays his dark colour firft, and then

lays his gold colour on it ; fo God firft lays the foul in the dark

of delertion, and then he lays his golden colour ofjoy and con-

folation. May not this make us cheerfully fubmit, and fay,

• Thy will be done ?' Perhaps now God affli6ls me, he is about

to raife me, he intends me a greater mercy than I am aware of.

10. Confideration, the excellency of this frame of Ibul, to lie

at God's feet, and fay, * Thy will be done.'

(I.) A foul that is melted into God's will (hews variety of

prace. As the holy ointment was made up of feveral aromatic

fpices, myrrh, cinnamon, caffia, Exod. xxx. 23. fo this fweet

temper of foul, fubmiftion to God's will in aftliction, hath in it

a mixture of feveral graces : in particular, it is compounded of

three graces, faith, love, humility. 1. Faith: faith believes

God doth all in mercy, that afflidion is to mortify fome fin, or

exercife fome grace ; that God corre6ls in love and faithfulnefs,

Pf. cxix. 75. The belief of this caufeth fubmiftion of will to

God. 2. Love: love thinks no evVJ, 1 Cor. xiii. 5. Love
takes all God doth in the beft fenfe, it hath good thoughts of

God ; this caufeth fubmilTion, * Thy will be done.* Let the

righteous God fmite me (faith love) it fhall be kindnefs yea, it

(hall be an excellent oil, which ihall not break my head. 3-

Humility : the humble foul looks on its fins, and how it hath

provoked God ; he (Ixith not his afllidions are great, but his Cms

are groat; this makes him lie at God's feet, and fay, * I will

bear the indignation of the Lord, becAufe I have finne<l againft;

him,' Micah vii. 9. Thus a fubmiflive frame of heart is full of

grace, it is compounded of feveral graces ; it pleafeth God to

fee fo many graces at once fweetly exercifed ; he faith of fuch

a Chriftian, as David of Goliah'sfword, I Sam. xxi. y. * None
like that, give it me.'

(9.) He who puts Wisfiat ^ placet to God's will, and faith,

• Thy will be done,' [hews not only variety of grace, but ilrengtb
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of crrace. It argues much ftrength in the body, to be able to

^endure hard weather, yet not to be ahered by it ; lb to endure
hard trials, yet not faint or fret, (hews more than ordinary

ilrength of grace. You that can fay, you have brought your
"wills to God's ; God's will and yours agree, as the copy and
the original ; let me afTure you, you have outftript many Chrif-

tians, who perhaps fliine in an higher orb of knowledge than

you. To be content to be at God's difpofal, to be any thing

that God will have us, (hews a noble heroic foul. It is report-

ed of the eagle, it is not like other fowls ; they, when they are

hungry, make a noife, the ravens cry for food, but the eagle is

never heard to make a noife, though it wants meat, and it is

from the noblenefs and greatnefs of its fpirit ; the eagle is above
other fowls, and hath a fpirit fuitable to its nature ; fo it is an
argument of an holy gallantry and magnitude of fpirit, that

whatfoever crofs providences befal a Chriltian, he doth not cry

and whine as others, but isfilent, and lies quietly at God's feet

:

here is much ftrength of grace in fuch a foul, nay, the height of

grace. When grace is crowning, it is not ib much to fay,
* Lord, thy will be done ;' but when grace is conflidling, and
meets with crolTes and trials, now to lay, * Thy will be done,*

is a glorious thing indeed, and prepares for the garland of ho-

nour.

1 1 . Confideration, perfons are ufually better in adverfity than

in profperity, therefore ftoop to God's will. A prolperous con-

dition is not always fo lafe : it is .true, it is more pleafing to the

palate, and every one defires to get on the warm fide of the

hedge, where the fun of profperity fiiines, but it is not always

beft ; in a profperous eftate, there is more burden : many look

at thefliining and glittering of profperity, but not at the burden,

plus OTteris.

(1.) The burden of care, therefore Ch rift calls riches, 'cares,*

Luke viii. 14. A rofe hath its prickles, fo have riches ; we
think them happy that flourifh in their filks and cloth of gold,

but we fee not the troubles and cares that attend them. A
fhoe may have (ilver lace on it, yet pinch the foot. Many a

man that goes to his day-labour, lives a more contented life

than he that hath his ihoufands per annum. Difquieting care

is the mains geuhis, the evil fpirit that haunts the rich man :

when his cheUs are fuU'ofgold, his heart is full of care how
to iucreafe, or how to lecure what he hath gotten : he is (bme-

times full of care whom he (hall leave it to. A large eftate,

like a long trailing garment, is oft more troublelbme than ufe-

ful.

9. In a profperous eftate there is the burden of account. Such

as are in high places, have a far greater account to give to God
than others, Lukexii. 48. * Unto whomfoever much is given, of
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him much fliall be required.' The more golden talents any
are entruded with, the more they have to anlwer for; the more
their revenues, the more their reckonings. God will fay, I gave

you a great eftate, what have you done with it? how have you
employed it for my glory ? I have read of" Philip king of Spain,

when he was to die, hefaid. " O that I had never been a king!

O that I had livt^d a private folitary life! Here is all the fruit:

of my kingdom it hath made my accounts heavier." So then,

may not this quiet our hearts in a low averfe condition, and
make us fay, * Lord, thy will be done ?' as thou haft given me
a lefs portion of worldly things, fb 1 have a lefs burden of care,

aiid a lets burden of account.

3. A profperous condition hath plus pericidi, more danger
in it. Such as are on the top of the pinnacle of honour, are ia

more danger of falling, they are fubje6l to many temptations ;

iheir table is oft a fnare. Heliogabalus made ponds of Iweet

water to bathe in ; millions are drowned in the fweet watery

of plealure. A great fail overturns the vefl'el ; how many, by
having too great fails of prolperity, have had their Ibuls over-

turned } It mud be a ftrong head that bears heady wine ; he
had need have much wifdom and grace that knows how to bear

an high condition. It is hard to carry a full cup without (pill-

ing, and a full ellate without finning. Agur feared, if he were
full, he would deny God and fay, * VVho is the Lord ?' Prov.

XXX. y. Profperity breeds, 1. Pr'de : the children of Korah
were in an higher ellate than the rell of the Levites, they were
employed in the tabernacle about the moll; holy things of all.

Numb. iv. 4. they had the firft lot, Jo(h. xxi. 10. but as they

were lifted up above others of the Levites in honour, fo in pride.

Numb. xvi. 3. In the Thames, when the tide rifeth higher,

the boat rifeth higher; fo, when the tide of an eltate rifetli

higher, many men's hearts rife higher in pride, 2. Profperity

breeds fecurity. Samlon fell afleep in Dalilah's lap, fo do men
in the lap of eafe and plenty : the world's golden fands are

quick-fands. * How hard is it for a rich man to enter into the

kingdom of heaven .?' Luke xviii. 94. The confideration of this

fliould make us fubmit to God in adverfity, and fay, thy will

be done.' God fees what is beft for us ; if we have lefs ellate,

we are in lefs danger ; if we want the honour of others, fo w«
want their temptations.

IS. Confideration, the having of our wills melted into God's,

is a good fign that the prefent anii6tion is fandtified ; then aa
affliction is fan^lified, when it attains the end for which it was
fent. The end why God fends afTliclion, is to calm the fpirit,

to fubdue the will, and bring it to God's will, when this is done,

afflidion hath attained the end for which it came; it is faa^i-

Vo^. II. No. 17. Ff
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fied, and it will not be long ere it berenioved. When the fore

is healed, the iVnarting plailler is taken off.

13. Conlideration, how unwonhy it is of a Chriftian to be
froward and unfubmiOrive, and not bring his will to God's.

(l.) It ib below the fpirit of a Chrillian. The fpirit of a Chrif-

tian is dove-like, it is meek and fedate, willing to be at God's
difpofal ;

* Not my will, but thy will be done,' Luke xxii. 42.

A Chriftian fpirit is not fretful, but humble ; not craving, but
contented. See the picture of a Chriftian fpirit in St. Paul,

Phil. iv. 12. ' I know how to be abafed, and how to abound.'
•Paul could be either higher or lower, as God faw good ; he
could fail with any wind of providence, either a profperous or

boifterous gale, his will was melted into God's will : now to be
of a crofs fpirit, that cannot fubmit to God, is unworthy of the
fpirit of a Chriftian ; it is like the bird, that, becaule he is perit

up in the cage, and cannot fly in the open air, beats himfelf

againft the cage.

(2.) A froward unfubmiffive frame, that cannot fubmit to

God's will, is unworthy of a Chriftian's profeffion : he profelf-

eth to live by faith, yet repines at his condition, ' Faith lives

not by bread alone,' it feeds on promifes, it makes future glory

prefent ; faith fees all in God ;
' When the fig tree doth not

bloffom, faith can joy in the God of its falvation,' Hab. iii. 17-

Now, to be troubled at the prefent eftate, becaufe low and
mean, where is faith ? Sure that is a weak faith, or no faith,

which mull have crutches to fupport it. O be afliamed to call

thyfelf believer, if thou canft not Iruft God and acquiefce in his

will, in the deficiency of outward comforts.

(3.) To be of a froward unfubmiffive fpirit, that cannot fur-

render its will unto God, is unworthy of the high dignities God
hath put upon a Chrillian. 1. He is a rich heir ; he is exalted
above all creatures that ever God made, except the angels ; yea,
in fome fenfe, as his nature is joined in an hypoftatical union to

the divine nature, fo he is above the angels : O then, how is it

below his dignity, for want of a few earthly comforts, to be fro-

ward, and ready to qyarrel with the Deity? is it not unworthy
of a king's fon, becaufehe may not pluck fuch a flower, to be

difcontented and rebel againft, his royal father? 2. A Chriftian

is efpoufed to Jefus Chrift : what, to be married to Cbrift, yet

froward and unfubmilftve ? haft not thou enough in him ? as

Elkanah faid to Hannah, 1 Sam. i. 8. * Am not I better than
ten ions ?' is not Chrift better than a thoufand worldly com-
forts ? Omnia bona infummo bono. It is a difparagement to

Chrift, that his fpoufe (hould be froward, when fhe is matched
into the crown of heaven.

(4.) To be of a froward unfubmifllve fpirit, is nnfuitable to

the prayers of a Chriftian ; he prays, * thy will be done :' it is
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the will of God he (hould meet with fuch troubles, whether
licknefs, Infs of eftate, crofies in children, God hath decreed,

and ordered it ; why then is there not I'ubmifiion ? why are we
difconteoted at that which we pray for ? It is a faying of Lati-

mer, (peaking of Peter, who denied his'mafter, Peter, faith he,

forgot his prayer, for that was, ' hallowed be thy name.' So,

oft we forget our prayers, nay, contradict them ; for we pray,
* thy will be done.' Now, if unfubmidivenefs to God be lb un-

worthy of a ClHiftian, Ihould not Ave labour to bring our wills

to Gold's, and lay. Lord, let me not dilparage religion, let me
do nothing unworthy of a Chrillian.

14. Confideration, frowardnefs and unfubmiffivenefs of will

to God, is very finful.

(1.) It is finful in its nature; to murmur when God crolfeth

us in our will, fhews much ungodlinefs. The apollle Jude
fpeaks of ungodly ones, ver. 15. and that we may better know
who thefe are, he fets a mark upon them, ver. l6\ ' Thefe are

murmurers.' Some think they are not lb ungodly as others,

becaufe they do not Iwear, nor get drunk, but you may be un-

godly in murmuring ; there are not only ungodly drunkards,

but ungodly murmurers : nay, tliis is the height of ungodlinefs,

namely, rebellion. Korah and his company murmured againlt

God, and lee how the Lord interprets this. Numb. xvii. 10.
* Bring Aaron's rod to be kept for a token againft the rebels ;*

to be a murmurer and a rebel, is, in God's account, all one;
Numb. XX. 13. * This is the water ofMeribah, becaule the

children of Ilrael llrove with the Lord.* How did they ftrive

with God, becaule they murmured at his providence, ver. 3.

What ! wilt thou be a rebel againft God ? It is a Ihame for a

lervant to ilrive with his mafter, but what is it for a creature to

lirive with its maker.

(2.) To quarrel with God's providence, and be unfubmiflTive

to his will, is finful in the fpring and caufe ; it arileth from
pride. It was Satan's temptation, * ye fliall be as gods,* Gen.
iii. 5. A proud perfon makes a god ofhimfelf, he difdains to

have his will crolied ; he thinks himlelf better than others,

therefore he finds fault with God's wifdoni, that he is not above
others.

(3.) Quarrelfomenefs and unfubmifiiveners to God's will, is

finful in the concomitants of it. 1. It is joined with finful rif-

ings of the heart. {!.) Evil thoughts ariie. We think hardly

of God, as if he had done us wrong, or, as if we had del'erved

better at his hands. (2.) Paflions begin to arife ; the heart

fecretly frets againft God. Jonah was crofted in his will, and
paffion began to boil in him, Jonah iv. 1. ' He was very angry.'

Jonah's I'pirit, as well as the lea, wrought, and was tempeftu-

ous* 1. Unfubmilliveuefs of will is joined with unthankfulnels.
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becaufe in fome one thing we are afflicted, we forget ali the

mercies we have ; we deal with God, juft as the widow of

Sarepta did with the prophet ; the prophet Elijah had been a

Hieans to keep her alive in the famine, but as foon as her child

dies, Ihe quarrels with the prophet, 1 King? xvii. 18. ' O ihou

man of God, art thou come to flay my Ion r' So do we deal

with God ; we can be content to receive bleiTings at his hand,

but as loon as he doth, in the leaft thing, crofa us in our will,

we grow touchy, and are ready in a paiiion to fly out a^ainft

him : thuff God lofeth all his mercies, and is not tiiits high in-

gratitude ?

(4.) FrowardfifTs and unfubmifiivenefs to God's will, is evii

in the efl'efts. 1. It unfits for duty : it is bad failing in a Itorin,

and it is ill praying when the heart is ftormy and unquiet ; it is

well if fuch prayers do not fuffer fhipwreck. (2.) Unfuhmif-
fivenels offpirit, fometimcs unfits for the ufe of reiifon. Jonah
was difcontented, bt'caufe he had not hi« will ; God withered

the gourd, and his heart fretted againfi God ; and in the midft

of his pafiion, he fpake no better than nonfenfe and blafpherny,

Jonah iv. 9. * 1 do well to be angry to the death.' Sure he

did not know well what he fdid ; what ! to be angry with God,
and die for anger r He (peaks as if he had loft the ufe of his

reafon. Thus unfubmilhvenefs of will is finful in its nature*

caufes, concomitants, eftects ; may not this martyr our wills,

and bring our wills to God in every thing, making us fay, * thy -

will be done.'

15. Confideration, unfubmiCTivenefs to God's will is very im-

prudent, we get nothing by it, it doth not eafe us of our burden,

but rather n)dkes it heavier. The more the child ftruggles with

the parent, the more it is beaten : when we llruggle with God,
and will not fubmit to his will, we get nothing but more blows,

Inftead of having the cords of aflliction loofeoed, we make God
lie the.n the ftraiter. Let us then fubmit, and fay, * Lord,

thy will be done.' Why fliould I fpin out my own trouble by

impatience, and make my crofs heavier? What got Ifrael by

their frowardnefs, they were within eleven days Journey of Ca-

naan, they fell a murmuring, and God leads them a inarch of

forty years longer in the vvildernefs.

Hi. Confideration, themifchiefof being unfubmiflive to God's

ivill in affli6tion, it lays a man open to many temptations. When
the heart frets againft God by difcontent, heie'b good hfliingfor

Satan in thefe troubled waters. He ufually puts dificonttnted

perfons upon indire<^-t means. Job's wife fretted (lb far was flie

from holy fubmiflion) and (he prefently puts her hufband upon

curfing of God, Job ii. 9. * Curfie God and die.' What is the

realbn why fome have turned witches, and given th<^n)lfciv<s to

lite dpvii, but out of envy and difcontent, becaufl they luvtDot
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had their will. Others being under a temptation of poverty, and
and not haTin!^ their wills in living at fuch an high rale as
others, have l.«id violent hands upon themlelves. O ilie temp-
tations tliat u\^u of d I Icon ten ted Ipirits are expolVd lo ! Here
(faith Satan) is good filhing tor me.

17. Cotdidorution how titr untubmillivenefs of tpirit is troav

that temper of Ibnl which God requires in atlliciion. G \Hi

wouKi have us in pafituce poliel's our fouls, Luke xxi. Ip. 'I'Ue

Greek word lor patience, lii^nities to hear up und^r a burdeu
without tiuntiiig or trettm^i ; but to be tVoward in iifHi0^i*»n, and
(jiianel with God's wiii, where is ihis Chr-liian putieuce .^ God
would have us -ejoice in ;iffl v"tion, James i. "-2. ' Count it all

joy when ye fall into divt-rs temptations;* that is, afflictions,

count it joy, he as birds thut iioir in winter, I TheU'. i. (>. ' Ye
recvived the word in affl c^ion wuh joy.* Paul could leap in

his fetters, and ling in tlu- ftock>, Acts xvi. ^.i. How far is a
difcontented loul from this trame ; he is far Iroiu rejoicmg iu

affliction tliat hath not learned to fubinit.

18. Conlideration, what is it makes the ditVerentv between a
godly man and an ungodly man in affliClion, but only this, the
{iodly man fuhudts to God's will, the ungodly man will not
fubmit : a wicked man frets and fumes, and is like a wild bull

in a net. lie in atHiclion blafphemes God, Rev. xvi. y. * Mea
were fcorched with great heat, and blafphemed the name of
God.' Put a lione in the tire, and it tiles m your face ; ilony
hearts tly in God's face. A Ihitf that is rotten, the more it is

rubbed, the nmre it frets and teariJ. When God afflicts the liu-

n*T, he tears himfcti in ani^er; but a godiv nian is fweetlv I'ub-

miliive to God's will : th»> is his i'peech, ' Shall 1 not drink the
cup which my Father hath givt^i »ue ?* Spices, when tln-y are
hruilod, fend out a tweet fragrant I'mell ; when God bruilllh his
fah»ts, ihey fend out the Iwcet perfinne of patiencv. Servnlns,
an holy man, lonij; affl c\ed with the paUy, yet this was his or-

dinary fneerh, lamictrtr Ueus, In God be praifed ; () let us fay,
* "I'hy will be done;' lit us bear that patiently which God in-

Hicts jntUy, eUe how do we (hew our gr^ce ? VV'hat drtVerence ij

tht^re between us and the v\ irked in affliC'fion .^

H'. Conlidcratu>n, not to fubmit to God's providential will,

is highly provoking to God. Can we ansrrr God more than by
<pjarrclling with him. and not Wt him h^ve his will ? Kings do
not love to have their will oppofed, though they m;iv tx- nn«
jull ; how ill doth God take it. when we will he difputmg
•g.iinll his righteous will ? It is a (iu Goil cannot bear. Numb.
XIV. Qti, ^T. ' How long (liall I hear with this evil ci-kngregii-

iion, which murmur againll me ?' May not G(»d inUiy lay
"thus, how l;»iu^ thall I bear with tjiiswickevl jM^rfoii. who, when
uny thing falls out crcds, murmurs ai^'aiml me ? Vei. V^. * Say



230 or THE THIRD PETITIOW

unto them, as tnily as I live faith the Lord, as ye hare fpoken
in my ears, (b will I do unto you.' God (wears againft a mur-
niurer, ' as I live;' and what will God do as he lived ? Ver.
'£9. * Your carcafes fhall fall in the wildernefs.' You fee how.
j)rovoking a difcontented quarrelfome fpirit is to God, it may
.coll men their lives, nay, their Ibul. God fent fiery ferpents

among the people for their murmuring, I Cor. x. 10. He
may ibnd worl'e than fiery ferpents, he may fend hell-fire.

i'O. Confideration, how much doth God bear it at our hand,
and fliall not we be content to bear foraething at his hand ? It

would tire the patience of angels to bear with us one day,

2 Pet. iii. 9. * The Lord is long-fuifering towards us.' How
oft do we offend in our eye by envious impure glances ?

in our tongues by ra(h cenfuring ? but God paifeth by many
injuries, he bears with us. Should the Lord punifh us every

time we offend, he might draw his fword every day, fhall God
bear fo much at our hands, and can we bear with nothing at

liis hands ? fliall God be patient with us, and we impatient

with him ? Shall he be meek, and we murmur ? Shall he en-

dure our fins, and fhall not we endure his flrokes ? O let us

fay * Tliy will be done.' Lord, thou hafl been the greatelt

lufferer, thou halt born more from me, than I can from thee.

21. Confideration, fubmitting our wills to God in afBiclion

difappoints Satan of his hope, and quite fpoils his defign. The
devil's end is in all our aflli6tions to make us fin. The reafon

why Satan did Imite Job in his body and eflate, was to perplex

his mind, and put him into a paflion ; he hoped that Job would
have been difcontented, and in a fit of anger, not only have
curled his birth-day, but curfe his God. But Job lying at

God's feet, and blelfing him in affli6lion, difappointed Satan of
his hope, and quite i'poiled his plot. Had Job murmured he
had pleated Satan ; had befallen into an heat, and fparksof his

anger flown about, the devil had warmed himfelf at this fire of

Job's pafiion ; but Job quietly fubmitted and blefied God ;

here Satan's defign was fruilrated, and he miffed of his intent.

The devil hath oft deceived us ; the bell way to deceive him,
is by quiet fubmilfion to God in all things, faying * thy will be

done.'

S2. Confideration, it may rock our hearts quiet in affli6lion,

to confider, that to the godly the nature of afHi6tion is quite

changed ; to a wicked man it is a curfe, the rod is turned into

a lerpent ; afiliclion to him is but an effe6t of God's difplea-

I'ure, the beginning of forrow : but the nature of affliction is

quite changed to a believer, it is by divine chymifiry turned

into a bleiling ; it is like poifon corrected, which becomes a me-
dicine ; it is a love token, a badge of adoption, a preparatory

to glory; ihould not this make us fay, ' thy will be done?*
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The polfoVi of the affli(5lecl is ^one ; it is not hurtful but heal-

ing. Tliis hath made the iaints not only patient in afflidion,

but have founded forth thankfulnefs : as bells, when they have

been call in the fire, do afterwards make a fweeter found ; fo

the godly, after they have been caft into the fire of affliction, have

founded forth God's praife, Pf. cxix. 71. 'It is good for me
that I have been aftlic-led.' Job i. 21. * Bleifed be the name
of the Lord.'

93. Confideration, to make us fubmit our will to God m
afflidion, is, to think how many good things we receive froni

God, and fliall not we be content to receive fome evil? Job ii.

10. ' Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and fhall we
not receive evil.' In the Hebrew, fliall we receive good from

God, and not evil. This may make us fay, * thy will be done.*

How many blednigs have we received at the hand of God's

bounty ? We have been bemiracled with mercy ; what fparipg,

preventing, delivering mercy have we had ! the honey-comb of

mercy hath continually dropped upon us, Larn. iii. 23. * His
mercies are new every morning.' Mercy comes in as conftantly

as the tide ; nay, how many tides of mercies do we fee in one
day? We never feed, but mercy carves every bit to us; we
never drink but in the golden cup of mercy ; we never go abroad,

but mercy fets a guard of angels about us ; we never lie down
in our bed, but mercy draws the curtains of protection dole
about us ; now, fhall we receive fo many good things at the

hand of God, and (hall not we receive evil ? our mercies far

outweigh our affliiStions ; for one afflidlion we receive a thoufand

mercies ; O then let us fubmit to God, and fay, ' thy will be

done ;' the lea of God's mercy ihould i'wallow up a few drops

of affli6tion.

24. Confideration, to bring our wills to God inafflidlion doth
much honour the gofpel : an unl'ubmidive Chrillian reproach-

eth religion, as if it were not able to fubdue an unruly I'pirit

;

it is weak phyfic, which cannot purge out ill humours ; and
lure it is-a weak gofpel, if it cannot malter our difcontent, and
martyr our wills ; unfjibmiirivenefs is a reproach, but a cheer-

ful refignation of our will to God lets a crown of honour upon
the head of religion, it (hews the power of the gofpel, which
can charm down the paflions, and melt the will into God's
will : therefore in Icripture fubmillive patience is brought in as

an adorning grace, Rev. xlv, 21. ' Here is the patience of the

laiiits.'

2b. Confideratioti, the example of our Lord Jefus; how
flexible and fubmid'ive was he to his Father ! he who taught us

this prayer, * thy will be done,' had learned it hinifelf; Chrill's

will was perfectly turned to his Father's will ; it was the will of

his Father that he lliould die for our fins, au«i he * endured the
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crofs,' Heb. xiii. 2. * Itw^sa painful, ftiameful, cuiTed (]eath
;'

he Ciiirered the very pains of hell equivalently, yet he wllling-ly

lubmilted. Ha. hii. 7. ' He opened not his njoulh,' he opened
his fides when the blood ran out, but he opened not his mouth
in repining, his will was refolved into the will of his Father,

John xviii. ll. 'Shall not I drink the cup which my Father
haih given me?' Now the more our wills are 1'ubje6l to God's
will in affliction, the nearer we come to Cluiit «iur pattern ; is

it not our prayer we may be hke Chrift ? by holy fubniiflion we
imitate him; his will was melted into his Father's will.

26. Confideration to I'ubmit our wills to God is the wgy to

have our will ; every one would be glad to have liis will ; the

way to have our will is to rei»gn it ; God deals with us as we
do with froward children ; while we fret and quarrel God will

give us tioihing, but when we are fuhnjiTiive and fay, ' Thy
will be done,' now God carves out mercy to us ; the way to

have our will is to fubmit it. David brought his will to God,
2 Sam. XV. '26. ' Here am I, let him do to me as feems good to

him.' And after he religned his will he had his will ; God
brought him back to the ark, and fettled him again in his

throne, 2 Sam. xix. Many a parent that hath had a dear

child fick, when he could bring his will to God to part with it,

God hath given him the life of his child ; there's nothing loft

by referring our will to God, the Lord takes it kindly from us,

and it is the only way to have our will.

27. and iilt. Confideration, we may the more cheerfully fur-

render our fouls to God when we die, when we have furrender-

ed our wills to God while we live. Our blefled Saviour had
all along fubmitted his will to God, there was but one will be-

tween God the Father and Chrill. Now Chrift in his life-time

having given up his will to his Father, at death he cheerfully

gives u\) liis foul to him, Luke xxiii. 46. ' Father, into thy

hands I commend my fpirit.' You that refign up your wills to

God, may at the hour of death comfortably bequeath your fouls

to hini.

IL The fecond means to bring our will to God in afflidion

is, ftudy the will of God.
(1.) it is a fovereign will, he hath a fupreme right and do-

minion over his creatures, to dilpole of them as l)e pleafeih ; a

man may do with his own as he lifts, Matth. xx. 15. * Is it

not lawful for me to do what I will with my own ?' A man may
cut his own timber as he will. God's Ibvereignty may caule

fubmiifion, he may do with us as he fees good ; God is not ac-

countable to any creature for what he dolh. Job x xxiii. 13.

* He givetli not account of any of his matters.' Who (hall call

God to account.? Who is higher than the Highelt? Eccl. v. 8.

What man or angel dare fummou God to his bar? * He giveth
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not account oF any of his matters.' God will take an account

of our carriage towdrds him, but he will give no account of his

carriage towards us : God hath an abfolute jurifdiftion over us ;

the remembrance of this, God's will is a (bvereign will, to do
with us what he pleafes, may filence all difcontents, and charm
down all unruly paflions; we are not to difpute but to fubmit.

(9.) God's will is a wife will, he knows what is conducing
to the good of his people, therefore fubmit, Ifa. xxx. IS. * The
Lord is a God ofjudgment,' that is, he is able to judge what is

beft for us; therefore red in his vviidom, and acquiefce in his

will ; we reft in the vvifdom of a phyiician, we are content he
fhould fcarify and let us blood, becaufe he is judicious, and
knows what is mod conducible to our health: if the pilot be
Ikilful, the pafl'enger faith, ' let him alone, he knows beft how
to fteer the (hip ;' and (hall we not reft in God's wifdom ? Did
we but ftudy how wifely God fteers all occurrences, and how
often he brings us to heaven by a crofs wind, it would much
quiet our fpirits, and make us fay, ' Thy will be done.' God's
will is guided by wifdom ; fhould God fometini^s let us have
our will, we would undo ourfelves ; did he let us carve for our-

felves, we would choofe the worft piece : Lot chofe Sodom be-

caufe it was well watered, and was as the garden of the Lord,
Gen. xiii. 10. but God rained fire upon it out of heaven. Gen.
xix. 24.

(3.) God's will is a juft will. Gen. xviii. 23. * Shall not the

Judge of all the earth do right ?' God's will is regula et menfura^
it is the rule of juftice ; the wills of men are corrupt, therefore

unfit to give law ; but God's will is an holy and unerring will,

which may caufe fubmiffion, Plal. xcvii. 2. God may crofs,

but he cannot wrong us ; fevere he may be, not unjuft; there-

fore w6 muft ftrike fail, and fay, * Thy will be done.'

(4.) God's will is a good and gracious will, it promotes our
intereft : if it be God's will toafflidt us, he ft)all make us fay at

laft, it was good for us that we were afflided. God's flail Ihall

only threfh otf our hulks. That which is againft our will (hall

not be againft our profit ; ftudy what a good will God's is, and
w^e will fay, fiat voluntas, ' Thy will be done.'

(5.) God's will is an irrefiftible will; we may oppofe it, but
we cannot hinder it ; the rifingof the wave cannot flop the fliip

when it is in full fail ; Co the rifing up of our will aguiuftGod can-

not ftop the execution of his will, Rom. ix. ly, * Who hath
relifted his will?' Who can Itay the chariot of the fun in its full

career ? Who can hinder the progrefs of God's will ? Tluirtfore

it is in vain to conteft with God, his will (hall take place ; there

is no way to overcome God, but by lying at his feet.

3. Means to fubmiffiou to God in allliclion is, get a gracious'

heart; all the rules and helps in the world will do but litUe

V^oL. IL No. 17. G g
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good, till grace be infufed ; the bowl muft have a good bias, or

it will not run according to our defire ; fo till God put a new
bias of grace into the foul, which inclines I he will, it never fub-

roits to God
;
grace renews the will, and it muft be renewed

before it be fubdued : grace teacheth felf denial, and we can

never fubniit our will till we deny it.

4. INleans, let us labour to have our covenant-intereft cleared,

to know that God is our God, Pfal. xlviii. 14. ' This God is

our God.' He whofe faith doth flourith in aliurance, that can
fay, God is his, will fay, ' Thy will be done.* A wicked man
may fay, God hath laid this affliction upon me, and I cannot

help it: but a believer faith, my God hath done it, and I will

fubiiiit to it. He who can call God his, knows God loves him
as he loves Chrift, and defigns his falvation ; therefore he will,

with St. Paul, take pleal'ure in reproaches, 2 Cor. xii. 10. and
in every adverfe providence yield to God, as ihe wax to the im-
preffion of the feal.

5. Mean to fubmiffion to God in affli6iion, get an humble
fpirit : a proud man will never ftoop to God, he will rather

break than bend ; but when the heart is humble, the will is

pliable. What a vail difference was there between Pharaoh
and Eli? Pharaoh cries out, ' Who is the Lord, that I fliould

obey his voice?' Exod. v. 2. But Eli faith, * It is the Lord,
let him do what feems good in his fight,' 1 Sam. iii. 18. See
the diti'ereuce between an heart that is fwelled with pride, and
that which is hallafted with humility ; Pharaoh faith, ' Who
is the Lord?' Eli, ' It is the Lord.' An humble foul hath a
deep fenfe of fin, he fees how he hath provoked God, he won-
ders he is not in hell ; therefore, whatever God inflicts, he
knows it is lefs than his iniquities deferve ; this makes him fay,
• Lord, thy will be done.' O get into an humble pofture, the

will is never flexible till the heart be humble.
6. Means, get your heart loofened from things below ; be

crucified to the world : whence is children's frowardnefs, but
when you take away their play-things? When we love the

world, and God takes away thefe things from us, then we grow
froward and uufubmiffive to God's will. Jonah was exceeding
glad of the gourd ; and when God fmote it, he grew froward,

and becaufe God had killed his gourd, kill n)e too, faith he,

Jonah iv. 8. He who is a lover of the world, can never pray

this prayer heartily, ' thy will be done;' his heart boils with
anger againd God : and uhen the world is gone, his patience

is gone too. Get mortified afl"e6tionsto ih< fe fublunary things.

7- Means for fubmiflion to God's will, gel ibme good per-

luafion your fin is pardoned ; feri, Doinine, feri, quia peccata

men, coiidonatajunt : fmite. Lord, fmite where thou wilt, laid

Lulher, becaule my fins are pardoned ; pardon of fin is a crown-
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ing blelTing; hath God forgiven my fin, I will bear any thing,

I will not murmur, but admire ; I will not complain ot the bur-

den of affli6lion, but bleCs God for removing the burden of fin :

the pardoned Ibul Uiith this prayer heartily, * Thy will be done.'

Lord, ul'e thy pruning-knife, lolong as thou wiltnot come with
thy bloody axe to hew me down.

8. Means, if we would have our wills fubmit to God, let us

not look lb much on the dark fide of the cloud as the light fide;

that is, let us not look fo much on the fmart of affli6lion, as the

good of affliftion ; it is bad to pore all on the fmart, as it is bad
for fore eyes to look too much on the fire; but we fhould look

on the good of affliction ; Samfon did not, only look on the
lion's carcafe, but on the honey-comb within it, Judg. xix. 8.
• He turned to fee the carcafe of the lion, and behold, there

was honey in the carcafs.' Afflitlion is the frightful lion, but
fee what honey there is in it : affli6lion humbles, purifies, fills

us with the confolations of God ; here is honey in the belly of
the lion ; could we but look upon the benefit of atHi6tion, ilub-

bornnefs would be turned into Cubmiffivenefs, and we fliould

fay, * thy will be done.'

9. Means, pray to God that he would calm our fpirits, and
conquer our wills. It is no eafy thing to fubmit to God in af-

fliction, there will be rifingsof the heart; therefore let us pray,
that what God intli6ls righteoully, we may bear patiently.

Prayer is the bell fpell or charm againll impatience ; prayer
doth to the heart as Chrift did to the fea, when it was tempef-
tuous, he rebuked the wind, and there was a great calm ; fo,

when the palfions are up, and the will is apt to mutiny againft

God, prayer makes a gracious calm in the foul : Prayer doth
to the heart as the fpunge doth to the cannon, when hot,

cools it.

10. Means, if we would fubmit to God's will in affli6lion,

let us make a good interpretation of God's dealings, take all

God doth in the bell fenl'e, we are apt to mifconltrue God's
deafings, and put a bad interpretation upon them, as Iftael,

Numb. XX. 41 ' Ye have brought the congregation of the Lord
into this wildernefs, that we fhould die there.' So God hath
brought this af!li6lion upon us, becaufe he hates us, and intends

to deltroy us ; and fuch hard thoughts of God caufe fullennefs

and flubbornnefs : O let us make a fair and candid iiiterpreta-

tion of providence. Doth God afflidlus? Say thus, perhaps

he intends us mercy in this; he will try us whether we will

love him in affliclions ; he is about to mortify fome iin, or exer-

cife fome grace ; he fmites the body, that he may lave the Ibul.

Could we put fuch a good meaning upon God's dealings, we
(liould fay, ' thy will be done ; let the righteous God fmite me,

Gg2
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and it fiiall be a kindnefs, it (hall be an excellent oil, which

fl)all not break my head, Pfal. cxli. 5.

11. and ult. Means, if you would fubmit to God in affli6tion,

believe that the prefent condition is bell for you. We are not

competent judges ; we fancy it is beft to have eafe and plenty,

and have the rock pour out rivers of oil ; but God fees afllic-

tion beft ; he fees our fouls thrive beft upon the bare common ;

the fall of the leaf is the beft fpring of our grace. Could we be-

lieve the prefent condition is beft, which God carves out to us,

the quarrel would foon be at an end, and welhould lit down
fatisfied with what God doth, and fay, * thy will be done.' So

much for this third petition.

OF THE FOURTH PETITION IN THE LORD'S
PRAYER.

Matth. vi. 11. Give us this day our daily bread.

In this petition there are two things obfervable, I. The
order. II. The matter.

I. The order. Firft we pray, * hallowed be thy name,* be-

fore, * Give us this day our daily bread.* Hence we learn,

Dod. * That the glory of God ought to be preferred before our

own perfonal concerns.*

Firft we pray, ' hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,' before we pray * give us this day our daily

bread.* God's glory ought to weigh down all before it ; it

inuft be preferred before our deareft concerns: Chrift preferred

his Father's glory before his own glory as he was man, John
Tiii. 49, 50. * I honour my Father, I feek not my own glory.*

God's glory is that which is moft dear to him ; it is the apple

of his eye ; all his riches lie here. As Micah faid , Judges xviii.

24. * What have I more.^* So I may fay of God's glory, what
hath he more ? God's glory is the moft orient pearl of his crown,

which he will not part with, Ifa. xlii. 8. * My glory will I not

give to another.' God's glory is more worth than heaven, more
worth than the falvation of all men's fouls ; better kingdoms be

demoliftied, better men and angels be annihilated, than God
lofe any part of his glory. Firft we pray that God'ei name may
be hallowed and glorified before we pray, * give us otHE^^daily

bread.' We are to prefer God's glory before our nearelt con-

cerns : before there can be a preferring God's glory before our

private coqcerns, there muft be a new birth wrought, the na-

tural man feeks his own fecular intereft before God's glory.




